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GS PAPER 1-2022 

 

1. How you will explain that medieval India temple sculpture represents the social life of those days? (10 

Marks) 

 

Answer: Temple is a sacred structure reserved for religious or spiritual activities. Temple is not only an abode of 

God, it is a symbolic representation of the various social and cultural activities.  

 

It represented social life through: 

 Temple promoted music and dance like Bharatnatyam & Carnatic Music e.g. Vitthal Temple of Vijaynagar.  

 The temple provided inspiration to poets who wrote Bhakti literature in local languages which helped to 

strengthen the moral, spiritual values among the masses. E.g. Nayanars and Alwars. 

 Temple was well-known for philanthropy like they maintained Dharmasalas for pilgrims; marriage in the 

premises of the temple, etc.  

 The Matha were a centre of learning which played an important role in the promotion of education. 

 Temples were also meant to demonstrate the power, wealth and devotion of the patron. Example 

Rajarajeshvara temple of Tanjore built by King Rajaraja Chola shows how the names of the ruler and the 

god are very similar.  

 Existence of various sects like Pattadakal temples of chalukya dynasty had Jain, Shiva and Vishnu 

temples. 

Temples reflected the social reality and played an active role in social and cultural development of India. 

 

2. Why did the armies of British east India company - Mostly comprising of Indian soldiers – win 

consistently against the more numerous and better equipped armies of the then Indian rulers? (10 

Marks)            

 

Answer: The army was the British regime's most important pillar in India. The majority of the Company's army 

was made up of Indian soldiers, mostly from the present-day states of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.  

 

It performed four critical functions:  

 It was the instrument of conquest for the Indian powers. 

 It defended the British Empire in India from foreign rivals. 

 It protected British supremacy from the ever-present threat of internal revolt. 

 It was the primary tool for extending and defending the British Empire in Asia and Africa. 

Reasons for consistency in better performance of Indian army: 

 The army was run entirely by British officials as a counterweight, and a contingent of British troops was 

kept on hand to keep the Indian soldiers under control. 

 Indian soldiers were trained with advance techniques  

 Britishers instilled a sense of discipline, a clear chain of command and order in Indian army to be rule 

based and disciplined.  

 Access to modern weapons helped to outcast native rulers with primitive technology and weapons 

 A combination of British professionalism and Indian valour favoured Indian army in its various conquest.  

 Indian soldiers also aided in helping Britisher in knowing the local polity, language, terrain, etc which 

provided Britisher a great advantage.  

 

The British Indian army has won in numerous wars like the Revolt of 1857, Battle of Plessey, Battle of Buxer, 

Anglo-Maratha, Anglo-Mysore war, Anglo-Sikh wars; etc. This shows efficiency, effectiveness and 

professionalization of British Indian Army.  
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3. Why there was sudden spurt in famines in colonial India since the mid-eighteenth century? Give 

reasons (10 Marks)  

 

Answer: Colonial India witnessed severe famine during mid-eighteenth century like The Great Bengal famine 

1770; the Chalisa famine of 1783–1784; Doji bara famine of Madras 1791–1792.  Apathetic behaviour of British 

rulers 

 

Reasons of famine: 

 The famines were a product both of uneven rainfall and British economic and administrative policies. 

 Partial failure of crops was quite a regular occurrence.  

 Proximate causes of famine comprise localized natural disasters (a cyclone, storm surges and flooding, and 

rice crop disease) combined with the consequences of war. 

 East India Company (EIC) kept the famine relief as cheap as possible, with minimum cost to the colonial 

exchequer. 

 Colonial policies implicated include rack-renting, levies for war, free trade policies, the expansion of export 

agriculture, and neglect of agricultural investment. 

 Indian exports of opium, rice, wheat, indigo, jute, and cotton were a key component of the economy  as well 

as stopping rice imports 

 East India Company raised taxes from 10-15% to 50% in Bengal region after Treaty of Allahabad 1765. 

 Increasing debt bondage of peasants  

 The government prioritized military and defence needs over those of famine affected.  

By acknowledging moral responsibility, the government launched relief measures like Famine Code, Famine 

commissioner; etc. to reduce famine impact in future.  

 

4.  Describe the characteristics and types of primary rocks. (10 Marks)  

 

Answer:  A rock is an aggregate of one or more minerals. The cooling of extremely fluid and hot liquid Magma 

forms igneous rocks.  

Igneous rocks can be formed by two types of processes: 

 Directly by cooling of magma in the interior of the earth. 

 By cooling of lava above the surface of the earth when lava gets poured on the surface. 

As the Igneous Rocks form the earth’s first crust and all other rocks are formed from these rocks, they are also 

known as the Primary Rocks or the parents of all rocks. 

 

Characteristics of Primary Rocks: 

 They can be easily identified with their texture, density, colour, and mineral composition. Its texture depends 

on the shape, size, time period to cool down and solidify, and the arrangement of crystals in the rock. 

 Fossils are not found in these rocks. Fossils get destroyed due to the sheer heat these rocks produce. 

 Usually do not react with acids. Comparatively fine grained and smooth textured. 

 They are mostly hard rocks as water percolates with difficulty. 

 

On the basis of location of occurrence, these rocks can be classified as Intrusive and Extrusive Igneous 

Rocks. 

(A). Intrusive Igneous Rocks: 

1. These are formed when magma cools and solidifies below the earth’s surface. 

2. The rate of cooling below the surface of the earth is very slow, contributing to the development of large crystals 

in the rocks. E.g.: Granite, dolerite, etc. 

 

(B). Extrusive Igneous Rocks: 

1. These are formed on the earth's surface by the cooling of the lava. 

2. The mineral crystals of extrusive igneous rocks are very fine as lava cools on the surface very rapidly. These 

rocks are also called Volcanic Rocks. E.g.: Basalt, Gabbro. 

 

Hence, primary rocks are relevant in the southern part of India. Deccan Trap is a finest example. 
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5: Discuss the meaning of colour-coded weather warning for cyclone prone areas given by Indian 

Metrological Department. (10 Marks) 

 

Answer: The Indian Meteorological Department plays the most important role in predicting and issuing colour-

coded weather warnings in the cyclone prone area. The IMD has four colour-coded warnings as per the intensity 

of any weather system — green, yellow, orange and the last one being red. 

 

Colour Code  Stage of Warning 

Green (No Alert) No advisors issued 

Yellow (Be Updated)  Several bad weather across several days 

Orange (Be Prepared) Sign for evacuation and keeping the basic necessities 

ready 

Red (Take Action)  Prepared for extraordinary measures and follow 

given by authorities. 

 

These alerts are universal in nature and are also issued during floods, depending on the amount of water rising 

above land/in a river as a result of torrential rainfall. For instance, when the water in a river is ‘above normal’ 

level, or between the ‘warning’ and ‘danger’ levels, a yellow alert is issued. 

 

Hence, The Indian Metrological Department (IMD) issued a fresh yellow weather warning for heavy rain and 

snowfall accompanied by thunderstorm and lightning in Himachal Pradesh. 

 

6. Discuss the natural resource potentials of Deccan Traps. (10 Marks)  

 

Answer: The Deccan Trap is a thick series of late cretaceous basaltic lava flows that occupy approximately 500000 

square kilometres of peninsular India. This basaltic lava soil has been eroded step by step as a result of erosion, 

and it is known as the Deccan trap. This Deccan trap is common throughout the Deccan plateau, which includes 

Saurashtra, Maharashtra, Karnataka, and portions of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. 

 

Potentials of Deccan Traps: 

 Bellary-Chitradurga-Chikmaglur-Tumkur belt: Karnataka has large reserves of iron ore. The Kudremukh 

mines situated in the Western Ghats of Karnataka are a 100% export unit. Kudremukh mines are known to 

be one of the largest iron ore deposits and the ore from this mine is transported as slurry through a pipeline 

to a port near Mangalore. 

 Maharashtra – Goa Belt: This belt comprises the state of Goa and Ratnagiri district of Maharashtra. The ores 

of this belt are not of very high quality, but they are exploited efficiently and it is exported through Marmagao 

port. 

 

Hence, the older rocks (Deccan Traps) have syncline for potential groundwater resources. It will be done under 

the Jal Jeevan Mission (Maharashtra will be the first state). 

 

7. Examine the potential of wind energy in India and explain the reasons for their limited spatial spread. 

(10 Marks)  

 

Answer: Wind is used to produce electricity using the kinetic energy created by air in motion. This is 

transformed into electrical energy using wind turbines or wind energy conversion systems. 

 

Potential of Wind Energy in India as per Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC): 

 India currently has 13.4 GW of prospective projects in wind energy, which are expected to drive 

installations until 2024 in the market. 

 India is expected to add 3.2 GW in 2022, 4.1 GW in 2023 peaking to 4.6 GW in 2024, thereafter declining 

to 4 GW and 3.5 GW in the next two years. 

 It is found by the National Institute for Wind Energy (based in Chennai) that western states have larger 

potential in terms of a stable, steady and a speedy wind flow starting from Gujarat, Maharashtra, 

Karnataka to Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. Tamil Nadu is the largest producer of wind energy 

producing 9,075MW in 2019. 
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Reasons for Limited Spatial Spread: 

 Eastern Coast of India is frequently affected by the cyclones hence it is difficult to harness their full 

potential. 

 Static air mass in the northern part of country makes it difficult to harness the wind energy. 

 It requires minimum interference but due to the dense population, very large open areas are not common. 

E.g.: Mumbai and Chennai- High populated. 

 Acquisition of land and pressure on land use. E.g.: Land is state subject. 

 Competition with other renewable forms of energy like solar energy which are easier to harness.  

 

Hence, National Wind-Solar Hybrid Policy, 2018 and National Offshore Wind Energy Policy, 2015 with EEZ along 

with Indian coastline are sustained and increase growth in wind-based generation capacity, policymakers need 

to streamline the procedures to grant permits, including land allocation and grid connection projects. 

 

8.  Explore and evaluate the impact of ‘Work from Home’ on family relationship. (10 Marks) 

 

Answer: The ‘Work from Home’ concept is a breakthrough in the traditional characteristics of work. Maintaining 

the productivity levels as well as ensuring safety is the ‘Work from home’ model. WFH have a widespread 

impact on family relationships: 

 

Positive Impact: 

 Time saved in commuting can be spent qualitatively with family. More over work can be scheduled 

accordingly.  

 WFH improved family relationships through proper adaptive processes, and the relations were moderated by 

the education level and age of individuals. 

 Increased work expectations and distractions, reduced communications with family and ultimately impacts 

the mental and physical health.  

 Blurred work-life boundaries can make it difficult to detach mentally from work which can increase stress 

and anxiety. 

 More time to children reduces the friction between child and father. 

 

Negative Impact: 

 Domestic violence – The WHO report showed a general trend of increase in sexual violence and intimate 

partner violence rates whenever there was an occurrence of disaster – shadow pandemic. 

 Salary cut in some organization has made depressing environment at home, resulting into loss of emotional 

intelligence. 

 Work load on women member have increased, which made her more irritating and frustrating. 

 

Communication and boundaries aren’t just meant for remote employees – these precedents set up a model for 

how relationships work in the future, and shape how they become in coming years. 

 

9. How is the growth of Tier 2 cities related to the rise of a new middle class with an emphasis on the 

culture of consumption? (10 Marks) 

 

Answer: The middle classes constitute a critical market for most goods and services. A sizable portion of any 

nation’s tax revenue is collected either directly or indirectly from this group and they are important for economic 

and social development via urbanization and industrialization. 

 Middle class working in metro cities but due to heavy land cost, they are purchasing lands in Tier 2 cities. 

Ex:- Sonipat because of NCR Development. 

 Work from Home has resulted into demand of goods and services in Tier 2 cities, thus opening of Pizza 

outlets, Dosa corner etc. 

 The major reason of rise in Consumption in a new middle class can be Work, Stress and Enjoyment 

Purposes. 

 Start-ups find that initial costs are much lower, skilled personnel more affordable, and local authorities a 

lot friendlier in tier 2 and tier 3 cities. 
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 Aesthetics are as important as functionality, an office should be a space where employees feel excited to 

step in, every day. Ex:- Nissan’s Digital Hub in Thiruvananthapuram 

 Today the millennial does not just want to satisfy their needs, but satisfied at faster pace. Ex: - Zepto10 

Minutes delivery and Amazon delivery in small towns too. 

 Purchasing power of middle class have increased and thus shift in the pattern of consumption has been 

observed. 

 

The middle class is claimed to be the ‘bird of gold’. India’s rising middle class is an engine of growth. The rising 

middle class is both a causal factor behind India’s improved economic and social outcomes—growth, education, 

home ownership, and social security—as well as a consequence of the rise in the middle class. 

 

10. Given the diversities among tribal communities in India, in which specific contexts should they be 

considered as a single category? (10 Marks) 

 

Answer: As per Census 2011:-705 ethnic groups listed as Scheduled Tribes under Article 342. And they 

constitute 8.6% of the population and 11.3% of the rural population. 

Diversities among Tribal Population:- 

On the basis of Language:- 

 

 
On the basis of Race: 

 The Negrito:- Andaman Islanders 

 The Proto – Australoid:- central India 

 Mongoloid:- Sikkim and Bhutan, Assam 

 The Mediterranean: - Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, Western UP and Southern Parts of Uttarakhand.  

 Nordic Race: - Mainly found in North India in a mixed form with the Mediterranean race. 

 

Specific context for Single category:- 

 Ethnological traits: - These include peculiar anthropological and ethnological traits, deity, rituals, mode of 

marriage, death ceremonies, method of burial of dead bodies etc. 

 Distinctive culture:-  

 Shyness of contact with larger population:-  

 Geographical isolation: - Living in isolated forest, islands etc. 

 Backwardness: - In terms of Economic, social and political development.  

 

Looking into their distinctiveness, constitution has 5th and 6th schedule and Government has taken many 

measures like Tribal sub plan, and steps like National Scheduled Castes Finance and Development Corporation 

for economic development. 

 

Q11. The political and administrative reorganization of states and territories has been a continuous 

ongoing process since the mid-nineteenth century. Discuss with examples. (10 Marks) 
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Answer: British government reorganised states and territories into various provinces for administrative 

efficiency and political significance. British government carved following provinces:  

 Central Provinces: Created in 1861 from Nagpur Province. 

 Assam: separated from Bengal in 1874 as the North-East Frontier province.  

 Andaman and Nicobar Islands: established as a province in 1875. 

 North-West Frontier Province: created in 1901 from Punjab Province. 

 Eastern Bengal and Assam: created in 1905 upon the partition of Bengal. 

Britisher followed policy of divide and rule on the basis race, religion, language which is impacting Indian polity 

till date leading to various reorganization. 

 

Political and administrative reasons for reorganization: 

 In 1953, a separate state Andhra Pradesh was forcefully established for Telugu speaking people.   

 Fazl Ali Commission recommended creation of states based on language. 

 Reorganisation of States acts 1956 re-established the boundaries of Indian territories and states based on 

regional language.  

 Separation of Maharashtra and Gujarat due to political reason  

 Creation of Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Uttarakhand for administrative efficiency and development. 

 Recently, Telengana was created to address development deficit  

 

Present scenario:  

 Demand for creation of Vidharbha & Marathwada in Maharastra and Surashtra & Kutch in Gujarat for 

development  

 Demand for creation of Gorkhaland, Bodoland and Greater Nagaland for political reasons  

 Demand for creation of Dravidland for ethnic and political reasons  

 

Way Forward:  

 Economic and social viability rather than political considerations must be given primacy. 

 It is better to allow democratic concerns like development, decentralisation and governance rather than 

religion, caste, language or dialect to be the valid bases for conceding the demands for a new state. 

 

12. Discuss the main contributions of Gupta period and Chola period to Indian heritage and culture. (15 

Marks) 

 

Answer: The Gupta Period (4th to 6th century) and Chola Period (9th to 11th century) left amazing examples of 

their glorious reign in the field of religion, literature, architecture, science & technology, painting, etc which has 

been called the ‘Golden era’ of India’s culture and heritage. 

 Religion: They were devout Vaishnava themselves and tolerant towards the believers of Buddhism and 

Jainism. Cholas promoted Saivaits. A highly evolved philosophical system called Saiva Siddhanta was 

founded during this period. 

 Literature: Poet and playwright Kalidasa created such epics as Abhijnanasakuntalam, Malavikagnimitram; 

Vishakhadatta wrote Mudrarakshasa, etc. During Chola period, Kamban Ramayan written by Kamban 

(Tamil Ramayan), Kamban Ramayan by Kamban (Tamil Ramayan) 

 Architecture: With Dashavatara temple at Deogarh, nagara style of temple architecture took shape. Chola 

art saw culmination of dravida temple art e.g. Brihadeswara, Airavasteshwara temples. 

 Science and Technology: Varahamihira wrote Brihatsamhita and also contributed to the fields of 

astronomy and astrology. Aryabhata wrote Surya Siddhanta which covered several aspects of geometry, 

trigonometry and cosmology.  

 Metallurgy: Iron pillar found at Mehrauli of Chandragupta has not gathered any rust till date is a great 

tribute to the technological skill of the craftsmen. Bronze Nataraja at Chidamabaram temple is finest 

example of Chola art.  

 Painting: Painting at Ajanta, Ellora, bagh caves are finest example of Gupta Painting. Mural painting at 

Brihadeshwar temple is marked with realism and beginning of painting in Southern empire.  
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Both contributed extensively to enrich Indian heritage and culture through their imprints to temple architecture 

and their rule is often referred to golden era of temple construction in Tamil Nadu. 

 

13. Discuss the significance of the lion and bull figures in Indian mythology, art and architecture. (15 

Marks) 

 

Answer: Animals played a very significant role in early Indian art and iconography.  Among the elements in 

nature, animal portrayals received greater attention. Among animals lion and bull received much attention in 

mythology, art and architecture.  

 

Significance of the lion figure: 

 From the primitive era, the lion is considered as the symbol of strength and power and worshipped through 

all ages in India as a symbol of royalty, leadership and protection as well as of wisdom and pride. 

 Lions symbolically have played significant roles in magic, as deities or close association with deities. 

 The lion symbolism and its cultural depictions can be found in Hindu and Buddhist art of India and 

Southeast Asia.  

 Narasimha ("man-lion"), Narasinga, is described as an incarnation (Avatara) of Vishnu in the Puranic texts 

of Hinduism.  

 Lions are also found in Buddhist symbolism. Lion pillars (Sarnath Lion capital, Sanchi Lion capital) erected 

by Ashoka show lions and the chakra emblem.  

 In Buddhist architecture, lion figure were used as protectors of Dharma and symbolic of the Bodhisattvas. 

Significance of the bull figures: 

 The Bull is associated with a number of divinities but, primarily, its association with Siva in Hindu religion, 

Adinatha in Jaina religion and its relation with the Buddha Sakyamuni.  It was a secular symbol. 

 Nandi is the sacred bull of the Hindu god Shiva. Nandi is Shiva’s animal form, his means of transportation, 

and his most ardent worshiper. 

 The white colour of the bull symbolizes purity and justice.  

 Nandi is also believed to promote fertility, its relation to the fertility cult and its usefulness as a 

domesticated animal as reflected in ancient Indian art. 

 During Indus valley civilization bull was presented in stone, clay, metal, seals and terracottas. 

 In Ashoka pillar, the figure of bull was embossed on their capital or found relieved on abacus.  

 During Gupta period, it became an established religious symbol.  

 Chola’s constructed sacred bull of shiva (nandi) in various temples.  

Thus, In Indian mythology, art and architecture animal not only represents just nature element but also 

religious, cultural and social significance.   

 

14. What are the forces that influences of ocean currents? Describe their role in fishing industry of the 

world.  (15 Marks)  

 

Answer: Ocean currents are the continuous, predictable, directional movement of seawater. It is a massive 

movement of ocean water that is caused and influenced by various forces. They are like river flows in oceans. 

Ocean currents are influenced by two types of forces namely: (i) primary forces and (ii) secondary forces 

 

Primary forces influence the oceanic currents are: 

 Heating by solar energy 

 Wind. 

 Gravity. 

 Coriolis force. 

 

Secondary forces influence the ocean currents are: 

 Differences in water density: It affects vertical mobility of ocean currents. Water with high salinity is denser 

than water with low salinity and in the same way cold water is denser than warm water. 

https://t.me/ias360forupsc
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 Temperature of water: Cold-water Ocean currents occur when the cold water at the poles sinks and slowly 

moves towards the equator. 

 

  
 

Role of fishing grounds in the World: The mixing of warm and cold currents results in the deposition of 

planktons. Therefore, at such places, fishes can be found in abundance: 

 The Northwest Pacific Region is the leading fish producer area. North of Japan where the warm Kurushio 

Current meets the cold Oyoshio Current. 

 Northeast Atlantic and the adjacent waters of the Arctic extending from Norway to Great Britain and Iceland 

constitute the second major fishing region. 

 Nor¬way, Great Britain, Denmark, Iceland and Green¬land are the important fishing countries of this region. 

The important fishing banks in this region include the Grand Bank and St. Pierre Bank. 

 

Seeing the potential with Fish Production (1% to India’s GDP and around 5% to agricultural GDP), India has 

integrated all the schemes of the fisheries sector into an umbrella scheme called Blue Revolution, Pradhan Mantri 

Matsya Sampada Yojana ensure to develop national and regional fishery governance in the effective fisheries 

management. 

 

 

15. describing the distribution of rubber producing countries, indicate the major environmental issues 

faced by them. (15 Marks)  

 

Answer: Rubber is a commercial plantation crop and made from the latex of a tree called Heave Brasiliensis. 

Rubber is largely perceived as a strategic industrial raw material and accorded special status globally for defence, 

national security and industrial development. 

 Conditions for Growth: It is an equatorial crop, but under special conditions, it is also grown in tropical and 

sub-tropical areas. 

 Temperature: Above 25°C with moist and humid climate. 

 Rainfall: More than 200 cm. 

 Soil Type: Rich well drained alluvial soil. 

 Cheap and adequate supply of skilled labour is needed for this plantation crop. 
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 Indian Scenario: Top Rubber Producing States: Kerala > Tamil Nadu > Karnataka 

 Major Producers Globally: Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam, China and India. 

 Major Consumers: China, India, USA, Japan, Thailand, Indonesia and Malaysia. 

Major Environmental Issues by them: 

 Biodiversity loss: Rubber plantation leads to reduced total carbon biomass and impacts climate change. 

 Impact on Natural vegetation and soil quality: in Kerala, rubber plantations replaced natural vegetation. 

 Use of large amounts of chemicals which can cause serious environmental impact in the neighbouring 

receptor water bodies. 

 Consumes large volumes of water and energy: Rubber plants require more water which reduces ground water 

potential. 

 

Recently, the world's first Genetically Modified (GM) rubber plant developed by Rubber Research Institute was 

planted in Assam. India’s National Rubber Policy (under the Department of Commerce) includes several provisions 

to support the Natural Rubber (NR) production sector and the entire rubber industry value chain. 

 

 

16. Mention the significance of straits and isthmus in international trade. (15 Marks)  

 

Answer: A strait is defined as the thin channel of a waterway that connects two water bodies. It is a narrow 

passage of water that connects two seas or two large areas of water. It forms due to: 

 Tectonic shifts: Strait of Gibraltar (link between Mediterranean Sea and Atlantic Ocean). 

 Human Activity: Suez Canal 

 Body of Water Overflowing land: Bosporus (link between Black Sea and Aegean Sea). 

 

An isthmus is a narrow strip of land that connects two larger landmasses and separates two bodies of water. They 

are natural sites for ports and canals linking terrestrial and aquatic trade routes. It forms: 

 

Tectonic activity: Isthmus of Panama formed as a result of volcanic activity that created a chain of islands. Over 

time, sediment collected between the islands, forming the isthmus. 

 

https://t.me/ias360forupsc
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Waves and Tides: Isthmuses may form as a result of the movement of the rising water levels along fault lines, and 

the movement of waves and tides. For example, the action of tides and waves can create a thin sand bar between 

the mainland and a coastal island. 

 

  
 

Significance of Straits and Isthmus 

 Resources: It aids in discovering the abundance of minerals, oil, and gas that are found beneath the sea. 

 Economical aspect: Countries in charge of straits levy high charges to international ships transiting the 

straits. 

 Trade and Ports: They are natural sites for ports, trade routes, canals linking terrestrial and aquatic trade 

routes. They are key sites for communications and cultural exchange, as well as military outposts.  

 Reduce Carbon Emissions: Reducing the time interval between various trade routes aids to reduce carbon 

emissions. 

 Connectivity: These natural ocean water bodies provide a smooth roadway that may be travelled in both 

directions and requires no maintenance. 

 

Straits and isthmus have played a major role in international trade by providing short navigable waterways which 

boost globalization. In the future also, due to climate change, straits and isthmus in the Arctic Ocean are going to 

play a major role in international trade. 

 

17. Troposphere is a very significant atmospheric layer that determines weather processes. How?  (15 

Marks)  

 

Answer: Troposphere is the lowest layer of the atmosphere. The average height of troposphere is 13 km, with a 

height of 8 km at the poles and 18 km near the equator. 

 

Significance of Troposphere:  

 Adiabatically Lapse rate: The temperature in this area of the atmosphere drops by around 6.5°C per kilometre 

as the distance above the earth increases. The average rate at which temperature within the troposphere 

decreases with altitude is called the normal lapse rate.  

 Dust Particles: Dust particles are generally found in the troposphere layer of the atmosphere. These dust 

particles help in the condensation of water vapour. 

 Cloud Formation: Clouds are usually produced through condensation – as the air rises, it will cool and 

reducing the temperature of the air decreases its ability to hold water vapour so that condensation occurs. 
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 Wind Circulation: The velocity of wind is directly proportional to pressure gradient force. It is caused by the 

heating of the sun and the rotational movement of the earth. 

 Troposphere has thermal and kinetic energy which absorbs Earth’s surface energy which leads to greenhouse 

effect. 

 

Weather Processes in the Troposphere: 

 Precipitation: Precipitation occurs when tiny droplets of water, ice or frozen water vapour join together into 

masses. Usual forms are rainfall, snowfall, hail, frost and dew. 

 Cyclone Formation: Cyclones are rapid inward air circulation around a low-pressure area. Cyclones are 

usually accompanied by violent storms and bad weather. 

 Thunderstorm: Thunderstorms can originate and develop in any geographical region, although they are most 

common in the mid-latitudes, where warm, moist air from the tropics collides with chilly air from the poles. 

 

Hence, due to the increasing quantities of greenhouse gases trapping more heat in the troposphere, the tropopause 

is expanding even further. Although there is an increase in the expansion of the tropopause, this could lead to 

planes flying higher in the atmosphere to avoid turbulence. 

 

 

18. Analyse the salience of ‘sect’ in Indian society vis-a-vis caste, region and religion. (15 Marks)  

 

Answer: A sect is a group of people who break away from a larger, established religious denomination because 

of a set of beliefs that differ in some key ways. While many views and practices of a sect will overlap with those 

of the larger group, other beliefs will be distinct enough to warrant a schism, or division between the groups. 

 

Salience of sect Vis a Vis Religion:- 

 Sects tend to draw disproportionately from the underprivileged elements of society, 

 They often decry liberal trends in denominational development and advocating a return to true religion. 

 Adding Diversity:- 

 Radhasoami sect does not prefer temple practice though they all belong to Hindu religion. 

 Vaishnavism, Shaivism, Shaktism, different sects believe in Lord Vaishanva, Shiva, and Shakti. 

 In Islam Sunni and Shia are two different sects following different authority. 

 Lingayat following Shiva as their deity only. 

 

Salience of sect vis a vis Region:- 

 Jainism:- Svetambara in South and Digambar in North 

 Buddhism:- Theravada in Ladakh, Sikkim 

 The Kalamukhas are a Hindu sect that worships Rudra-Shiva. The Kalamukhas were so named because 

they defaced their faces with black marks and symbols. Found in Karanatka region. 

 Pashupati Cult:- It is Western India's oldest and most influential sect dedicated to the god Siva. The sect's 

founder was Lakulisa who felt that God's mercy was required for redemption. 

Salience of sect Vis a vis caste:- 

 Due to alienation, most of the Schedule tribes have started following Buddhism, Even BR Ambedkar made 

a call for it. 

 Schedule caste because of discrimination considers their local deity as main God. 

 For Santhal Tribes, Saridharam is their personal religion and Sarna religion is the religion of the Munda 

and Oraon tribe of India. 

 Brahmins in UP – Kanyakubj, Gaud, Saraswat, Maithil, and Utkal. Each of these is further subdivided, 

arranged in a hierarchy primarily based on claims to ritual purity but also on other social determinants. 

 Rajput’s are divided into 3 Category, they are Suryavansi, Agnivansi and Chandravansi. 

 

The sect, with its close community of human beings and its new values which give meaning to life, offers a way 

out of anomie to many who have been disorganized in the impersonal milieu of the modern city 
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19. Are tolerance, assimilation and pluralism the key elements in the making of an Indian form of 

secularism? Justify your answer. (15 Marks)  

 

Answer: Indian form of secularism is not about passive attitude towards religion but an equal treatment of all. 

Thus Tolerance, assimilation and pluralism is its pillars to achieve the idea of Fraternity in our Constitution. 

 

Tolerance as a key element:-  

 Tolerance in a democratic country like India means that the country belongs to minorities as much it 

belongs to majority community/religion. It ensures the minority rights and prevents Authoritarianism or 

Majoritarianism. 

 The instances of various communal clashes including the Kashmiri Muslims and Pandits, Babri masjid 

demolition, Godhra and Muzzafarnagar riots bring in the consequences of intolerance.  

 Further, the secularism also entails tolerance within a religion. The instances of dalit lynching, 

discrimination, exploitation of women in the name of religion gives instances of intolerance threatening the 

secular fabric of the nation. 

  

Assimilation as a key element of Secularism: Indian model of secularism does not talk about assimilation, but 

every group can have their distinct identity, the only requirement is giving respect and promote brotherhood and 

enjoy the differences. Example: Muslim distributing Water bottle to kawariyas. 

 

Pluralism as a key element of secularism: 

 Pluralism is the belief that all (or rather the aforementioned ‘two or more’) religions are “true” and that their 

truths are not mutually exclusive. It acknowledges the existence of all religions as equal. 

 Secularism wants to keep religion in general, and any religion in particular, out of the public square; 

pluralism wants to find a place for all of the religions, and ideologies, in the public square. Both want to 

avoid the public square being dominated by any religion (or sect or ideology); secularism wants to achieve 

this result by keeping religion out of it altogether, pluralism wants to prevent it from being dominated by 

any one religion by allowing all an equal place at the table. 

  

While pluralism is the end, in India, secularism as envisaged in the Preamble of our Constitution, is a means to 

achieve the same. A plural society and a secular one are quintessential for a thriving democracy that is as 

diverse as ours. 
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20. Elucidate the relationship between globalization and new technology in a world of scarce resources, 

with special reference to India. (15 Marks) 

 

Answer: Globalization and technology are two sides of the same coin. They are complementary and a good 

interface between the two is sine-qua-non for growth and development in the contemporary global village.  

 

 Globalization stimulates the spread of knowledge and technology, helping spread growth potential across 

countries. Investments in education, human capital, and domestic research and development are thus 

essential to build the capacity to absorb and efficiently use foreign knowledge.  

 

How globalization helps India to better the utilization of technology in scarce resources efficiently: 

 Israel - Cooperation in water resources development and management, both surface and groundwater, and 

particularly river basin management and impact of climate change on water resources. 

 Sweden: Torrefaction technology – to covert stubble into into a coal-like material to mitigate pollution 

 Green steel technology – to reduce dependence on coal for making steel  

 

Many people believe that issues of scarcity can be solved by using more efficient production methods. But this may 

overlook some of the unintended consequences of new technology. New technologies come to consumers as finished 

products. What consumers often don’t understand is that many of these technologies exist at the expense of other 

humans and local environments elsewhere. 

 

As the global community becomes more aware of how their abundance is dependent on other human beings and 

the stability of environments, more and more will see commons-based businesses as the way of the future. 

 

India need to harness the power of artificial intelligence (AI), the cloud, machine learning and the Internet of Things 

(IoT), considering the Scarcity of resources but in harmony with nature and humans.  
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GS PAPER 2 – 2022 

 
Q1: The most significant achievement of modern law in India is the constitutionalization of environmental 
problems by the Supreme Court.” Discuss this statement with the help of relevant case laws. (Answer in 150 
words) 10 marks 
 
Answer: Environment and life are interrelated. Thus, the quality of the environment is undeniably related to our 
enjoyment of the right to life under Article 21. Supreme Court intervention in environmental problems can be clubbed 
as: 
 
Incorporation of environmental problems into the ambit of Fundamental right. 

 Shubash Kumar VS State of Bihar:- “Right to live includes the right to enjoyment of pollution free water and air for 
full enjoyment of life.” 

 Re: Noise Pollution vs Unknown:- The noise level at the boundary of the public place, where loudspeaker or public 

address system or any other noise source is being used shall not exceed 10 dB(A) above the ambient noise standards 
for the area or 75 dB(A) whichever is lower. 

 
 Merging of DPSP and FR. 

 Sachidanand Pandey V. State of W.B. Chinnappa Reddy J:- SC referred to Article 48A of the Constitution which 
enshrined the directive principle to protect and improve the environment. 

 
Incorporation of international norms of 3rd generation collective rights of sustainable development into Indian 
law. 

 Samit Mehta v. Union of India:- The Court reaffirmed the “Precautionary Principle” and “Polluter Pays Principle” 

and also recognized Right to clean environment as a fundamental right under Article 21. 
 
The Supreme Court making creative interpretation which led to the creation of new rights. As under Article 21, this court 
has created new rights including the right to health and pollution free environment.  
 

Q2:- Right of movement and residence throughout the territory of India are freely available to the Indian citizens, 
but these rights are not absolute. Comment (Answer in 150 words) 10 marks 
 
Answer:- Article 19 (1)(d) under Part III of the constitution deals with the fundamental right to freedom of movement. It 
guarantees the citizens of India the right to move freely throughout the territory of India. This right overlaps with Article 
19(1)(e) which talks about the right to freely reside in any part of the country. 
The word “freely” connotes “without any absolute restriction”. Wherever and however one likes, he can move without any 
restriction.  
 
Not Absolute Right:- 

 The provisions for providing the power of externment to the concerned executive authorities can be found in 
many statutes such as The Maharashtra Police Act (MP 1951), Punjab Security of State Act 1953, and Assam 
Maintenance of Public Order Act 1947, Karnataka Police Act. 

 The pandemic has brought many restrictions in our ordinary life. From restricting our movement via imposed 
lockdowns to freedom of expression and assembly. Public gatherings, restaurants, malls, etc. were put to close, 
especially during the early period of the pandemic. 

 Restriction on freedom of movement is put by the order passed by the government under Section 144 of CrPC 
along with the Epidemic Disease. 

 
SC Observation:- 

 Kharak Singh v. The State Of U.P:- In this case, unreasonable surveillance and domiciliary visits by police not 
authorized by any law and thus held to be violative of the right to freedom of movement. 

 The State of UP VS Kaushailya:- Restrictions on the free movement imposed on prostitutes to carry out their trade 
within the specified area is held valid. 

 
The UN Declaration of Human Rights and Article 12 of (ICCPR) at the global level, protect the freedom of movement as a 
basic human right. However As the saying goes, “Extraordinary times call for extraordinary measures”.  
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Q3: To what extent in your opinion has the decentralization of power in India changed the governance 
landscape at the grassroots? (Answer in 150 words) 10 marks 

Answer:- Democratic decentralization is the process of devolving the functions and resources of the state from the center 
to the elected representatives at the lower levels so as to facilitate greater direct participation of citizens in governance. 
 
Decentralization and People’s participation through 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Act changed the 
governance landscape at the grassroots:  

 Women empowerment by ensuring their political participation – 14.54 lakh women are their in PRIs.  

 Social justice by reserving seats for SCs & STs 

 Fixing accountability through Social auditing tool 

 Resolved issues through community participation like water management and disaster management.  

 Developing programs for weaker sections and backward areas  

 Financial management and budget sanctity  

 Simplification of procedures and processes by the use of technology – Social Auditing, e-governance, M-governance, 
Twitter governance etc. 

Focus on service delivery through Citizen Charter and Sevottam Model It would make growth - sustainable, equitable, 
and inclusive. 
 
Issues with local govt in India: 

 Insufficient funding  

 Inflexibility in spending  

 Lack of staff  

 Untimely and delayed action  

 Corruption 
 
Suggestions given by Sumit Bose committee: 

 State governments should put a quorum in gram sabha meetings for participation of panchayat representatives 

 Recruitment and appointment of support and technical staff to ensure the smooth functioning of panchayat. 

 Devise a comprehensive mechanism for taxation at the local levels. 

 Capacity building and training enable them to prepare better Gram Panchayat Development Plans 

 Sumit Bose committee recommended - performance based payments for better outcomes in rural development schemes  
 
6th report of 2nd ARC, says a clear-cut demarcation of functions of each tier of the government & States should adopt 
the concept of ‘activity mapping’ to achieve the objective of article 40. 
 

Q4: Discuss the role of the Vice President of India as the chairman of Rajya Sabha. (Answer in 150 words) 10 
marks 
 
Answer:- Vice President of India acts as the ex-officio Chairman of Rajya Sabha under article 64 of the constitution. In this 
capacity, his powers and functions are similar to those of the Speaker of Lok Sabha. He also resembles the American 
vice-president, who also acts as the Chairman of the Senate – the Upper House of the American legislature.  
 
As a chairman of Rajya Sabha: 

 Guardian of the prestige and dignity of the House. His impartial and fair judgment enhances the reputation and 
prestige of his office. 

 Principal spokesman of the House and represents its collective voice to the outside world. 

 Exercises only a casting vote in the case of equality of votes 
 
Case study on role of Active VP: 

 He can avoid the delay in the matter of disqualification under 10th schedule and disqualification. i.e. - Mr Sharad 
Yadav and Ali Anwar Ansari. 

 He can ask for Periodic report on duration of meetings held, attendance of members 

 He can order a comprehensive study of the secretariat in order to make it more transparent and accountable. 

 He can advance the timing for zero hour and retain question hour at 12 noon so that time can be utilized wisely. 

 He can release guidelines on social media and suggest reliance on digital tools. 

 He can dedicate One hour to discuss the selects committee reports. 
 
Recently, Rajya Sabha Productivity increased by 70% and house held 261 sittings in 13 sessions and passed 177 bills 
and credit goes to the role of VP.  
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Q5: Discuss the role of National Commission for Backward Classes in the wake of its transformation from a 
statutory body to a constitutional body. (Answer in 150 words) 10 marks 
 
Answer: The 102nd Amendment Act of 2018 conferred a constitutional status on the Commission. For this purpose, the 
amendment inserted a new Article 338-B in the constitution. Hence, the Commission ceased to be a statutory body and 
became a constitutional body. 
 
The scope of functions assigned to the Commission is also enlarged: 

 Investigate and monitor all matters relating to the constitutional and other legal safeguards for the socially and 
educationally backward classes and to evaluate their working. 

 Inquire into specific complaints with respect to the deprivation of rights and safeguards of the socially and 
educationally backward classes. 

 Participate and advise on the socio economic development of the socially and educationally backward classes and 
to evaluate the progress of their development under the Union or a state. 

 Present to the President, annually and at such other times as it may deem fit, reports upon the working of those 
safeguards. 

 Make recommendations for the effective implementation of those safeguards and other measures. 
 
The composition should reflect the feature of an expert body as mandated by the SC. And the government must put 
information in public domain regarding the findings of the caste census and recommendations of commission. 
 
Q6: The Gati-Shakti Yojana needs meticulous coordination between the government and the private sector to 
achieve the goal of connectivity. Discuss. (Answer in 150 words) 10 marks 
 
Answer: PM Gati shakti will incorporate the infrastructure schemes of various Ministries and State Governments 
like Bharatmala, Sagarmala, Inland waterways, dry/land ports, UDAN etc.  

 Multi-modal connectivity plan: The aim is to bring down logistics costs from 13-14% of GDP as against about 7-
8% in developed economies. 

 Generation of investor interest: The scheme is in synergy with the National Monetization Pipeline (NMP) which give 
potential investors a ready list of assets to generate investor interest. 

 Creation of quality infrastructure: The plan includes 11 industrial corridors, National Highways of 2 lakh km; 
Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFCs) 

Role played by government: 

 Provide prior land and environmental clearance  

 Ensure inter-ministerial and interstate coordination for smooth implementation 

 Provide viability gap funding to address any financial hurdle  

Role played by private player: 

 It will bring much needed finance  

 Private Player also brings technologies, expertise and international best practices. 

 Private Player brings an element of economy, efficiency and effectives. 

 Private Player will ensure timely completion of project. 

PPP would be the key driver in achieving the goal of connectivity, it is possible only enabling environment of government. 
Need of an independent body for faster resolution of grievance, use of technology for effective implementation and 
monitoring. 
 
 
Q7: The rights of persons with disabilities Act, 2016 remains only a legal document without intense sensitization 
of Government functionaries and citizens regarding disability. Comment. (Answer in 150 words) 10 marks 
 
Answer: As per Census 2011, disabled persons constitute 2.21% of the total population. India signed the United Nations 
Convention on Rights of Persons with Disability. 
 
Right of Persons with Disabilities (PwD) Act 2016 

 The types of disabilities have been increased from 7 to 21. The act added mental illness, autism, speech and language 
disability, sickle cell disease, acid attack victims, etc which were largely ignored in earlier act.  

 It increases reservation from 3% to 4% in government jobs and higher education institutes. 

 Every child with benchmark disability between 6 and 18 years shall have the right to free education.  
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Societal apathy towards Persons with Disability (PwD) in India: 

 Discrimination and stigmatization attached to PwD by the society 

 Consider PwD as burden or liability by family 

 Negligence towards their issues like accessibility to Transport, IT etc. 

 Considered as a sin committed in last birth.  
 
Lax implementation by Government functioning:  

 Lack of medical facilities. 

 Lack of availability of special schools, trained teachers for the disabled. 

 Most government buildings in India are not disability-friendly 

 Administrative apathy towards implementation of plans and policies for disabled.  
 
Way Forward: 

 Increasing Public Awareness and Understanding of Disability 

 Social campaigns that change attitudes on stigmatized issues related to PwD. 

 Showing positive representations of people with disabilities e.g. Paralympian Anali Lakhera  

 Special schools with the label special needs can have a stigma or negative connotation. Students may only learn and 
interact with peers with special needs. 

Govt’s Sugmaya Bharat Abhiyaan is in right direction to sensitize people to bring behavioural towards Divyangjan and 
timely govt intervention in the spirit of Article 41 of the constitution.  
 

Q8: Reforming the government delivery system through the Direct Benefit Transfer Scheme is a progressive step, 

but it has limitations too. Comment. (Answer in 150 words) 10 marks 
 
Answer: Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) was started on 1st January, 2013, With the aim of reforming Government delivery 
system by re-engineering the existing process in welfare schemes for simpler and faster flow of information/funds and 
to ensure accurate targeting of the beneficiaries, de-duplication and reduction of fraud. 
 
Progressive step: 

 Eliminate Leakages – e.g. MGNREGS saw 10 per cent savings on wages on account of deletion of duplicate, fake/ 
non-existent, ineligible beneficiaries. 

 It reduces corruption and abuse of power 

 It ensures faster delivery of services  
 
Limitation: 

 Aadhar registrations presently covered around 91% of population. Since DBT is linked with Aadhar for schemes, 
there is need to improve Aadhar linkage to 100% so that not a single person can be left out. 

 Low level of digital literacy in the rural areas. 

 India has reached 81% financial inclusion and this will potentially exclude people from the rural background. 

 Banking correspondents also struggle with connectivity and technical problems. 

 Banking services at rural level needs to be improved to reach benefits to all. 
Way forward: 

 Focus should be on Identification of beneficiaries 

 Digitisation of beneficiary database. 

 Creating digital infrastructure at remote and far flung areas 

 Digital and financial literacy   

 Financial inclusion using Neo Bank and Payment Bank 
 
 
 
Q9: ‘India is an age-old friend of Sri Lanka’. Discuss India’s role in the recent crisis in Sri Lanka in the light of 
the preceding statement. (Answer in 150 words) 10 marks 
 
Answer: The relationship between India and Sri Lanka is more than 2,500 years old.  Both countries have a legacy of 
intellectual, cultural, religious and linguistic interaction. 
 
With Srilanka under the grip of an unprecedented economic turmoil and political instability, the worst in seven 
decades, leaving millions struggling to buy food, medicine, fuel and other essentials, India has hold its credential of being 
an age-old friend. 
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India's helping role in the crisis: 

 A four-pronged” initiative has been decided that included 
o Lines of Credit (LoC) towards the import of fuel, food and medicines 
o Currency swap 
o Debt deferrals from India to Sri Lanka 
o Conclusion of the Trinco-oil farms project 

 The Trincomalee project MoU was signed in January 2022 after decades of delays. 

 India has extended 400 million dollar under the “SAARC currency swap” arrangement. 

 India has agreed to a partial deferral of a 500 million dollar settlement from Sri Lanka by two months 

 The 1.5 billion dollar LoC for essential imports is reportedly under way. 
  
The crisis should be used as an opportunity for New Delhi and Colombo to thrash out a solution to bilateral irritants like 
the Palk Bay fisheries dispute, nurturing the neighbourhood first policy. 
 
 

Q10: Do you think that BIMSTEC is a parallel organisation like the SAARC? What are the similarities and 
dissimilarities between the two? How are Indian Foreign Policy objectives realised by forming this new 
organisation? (Answer in  250 words) 10 marks 
 
Answer : The failure of SAARC to nurture cooperation in South Asia has pushed regional players to search for an 
alternative.  BIMSTEC, grouping the nations in the Bay of Bengal region, is popularly favoured as the viable option. 
 

 
 
SAARC AND BIMSTEC  
DIFFERENCE 
 

PARAMETER SAARC BIMSTEC 

YEAR OF 
FORMATION 

1985 1997 

REASON OF 
FORMATION 

product of cold war era failure of SAARC, connectivity with 
southeast Asia.  

SCOPE South Asia South east Asia + South Asia 

MEMBERS 8 (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri-Lanka). 

7 (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal,Sri 
Lanka, and  Myanmar and Thailand) 

CORE OBJECTIVE contribute to mutual trust and understanding 
among the member countries. 

improvement of economic cooperation 
among countries. 

 
Similarities 

1. Both are faced with the same socio-economic challenges which transcend national boundaries. 
2. Both have charted out elaborate programme of cooperation, similar in many ways, encompassing a wide range 

of social, political, economic and strategic issue. 
3. Five members are common to both the groupings. 
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BIMSTEC: Potential for India foreign policy 
1. Strategic imperatives 

 Internally, the development and security issues of frontier regions i.e. the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and 
the Northeast region. 

 Externally, three major foriegn policy initiatives guiding India Involves the BIMSTEC ––the ‘Neighbourhood 
First’ policy, the ‘Act East’ policy and the ‘Indo-Pacific’ construct 

 
2. Changing geopolitical realities  

 China’s growing inroads into the Bay of Bengal subregion ex BRI 

 SAARC a stalled project 

 Provide alternative options to the smaller neighbours and minimise their dependence on China. 

 
3. India’s key strategic interests are interconnected with the nations in the subregion and BIMSTEC: Trade, Blue 
economy, Technology. 
 
Thus, SAARC and BIMSTEC complement each other in terms of functions and goals. It may be useful for India to assess 
each grouping on its own right. 
 

Q11. Discuss the procedures to decide the disputes arising out of the election of a Member of the Parliament or 
a State Legislature under the Representation of People Act 1951. What are the grounds on which the election of 
any returned candidate may be declared void? What remedy is available to the aggrieved party against the 
decision? Refer to the case laws (Answer in 250 words) 15 marks 
 
Answer: An Act to provide for the conduct of elections of the Houses of Parliament and to the House or Houses of the 
Legislature of each State, the qualifications and disqualifications for membership of those Houses, the corrupt practises 
and other offences at or in connection with such elections and the decision of doubts and disputes arising out of or in 
connection with such elections. 
 
Procedure to decide the dispute: 

 Section 100 of the RPA, 1951 deals with the grounds on which an election may be challenged by means of 
election petition. 

 By any non-compliance with provisions of the Constitution or of this Act or of any rules or orders made under 
this Act, the High Court shall declare the election of the returned candidate to be void. 

 After the election petition on the matter of corrupt practices in High court. Order of the High court is sent to the 
president through the secretary general and then ECI looks into the issue where judicial hearing is given to the 
affected party. 

 
A person can be disqualified on below grounds: 

 Disqualification on conviction for certain election offences and corrupt practises in the election. (Sec 8) 

 Disqualification on conviction for certain offences. 

 Disqualification on ground of corrupt practices. (Section 8A). 

 Disqualification for dismissal for corruption or disloyalty. (Section 9). 

 Disqualification for Government contracts, etc. (Section 9A)  

 Disqualification for office under Government company (Section 10)  
 
Remedies available against such Disqualification: 

 On the question of whether a legislator is subject to any of the disqualifications, the final authority to decide rests 
with the President (in case of members of Parliament) and the Governor (in case of members of State legislature). 

 In case of any enquiry, the Election Commission is conferred the powers of a civil court for summoning and 
enforcing the attendance of any person or any evidence. 

 Besides, after a legislator is disqualified, the Election Commission may, on certain grounds, remove any 
disqualification or reduce the period of any disqualification. 

 The Election Commission said that in exercise of its powers under Section 11 of the Representation of People Act, 
Tamang’s period of electoral disqualification was being reduced from the statutory six years to one year and one 
month. 

 
Elections are the lifeblood of any democracy. The robustness of electoral processes determines the fate of the nation. The 
timely reforms to the electoral process by ECI, according to the changing needs of the society and the strong review of 
the judiciary have helped in conduction of free and fair elections till date. 
 
 

https://t.me/ias360forupsc


 

 
 

                                                    

                                       

 

20 

 

Q12. Discuss the essential conditions for exercise of the legislative powers by the Governor. Discuss the legality 
of re- promulgation of ordinances by the Governor without placing them before the Legislature. 
Answer:- The ordinance was originally conceived as an emergency provision. However, in recent times the frequent use 
of ordinance route has led to the undermining the role of the legislature and the doctrine of Separation of powers. 

 Governor under Article 213 can promulgate an ordinance only when the legislative assembly is not in session.  

 He can promulgate an ordinance only when he is satisfied that circumstances exist which render it necessary 
for him to take immediate action. 

 He can issue ordinances only on those subjects on which the state legislature can make laws.  

 An ordinance issued by him has the same force and effect as an act of the state legislature can make laws.  
 
Legality of re-promulgation of ordinances 

 Against the very idea of separation of power 

 In conflict with parliamentary supremacy 

 Abuse of the exceptional power 

 The question of judicial review 
 
Judicial safeguard 

 DC Wadhwa vs. the State of Bihar (1987) that the legislative power of the executive to promulgate ordinances is 
to be used in exceptional circumstances and not as a substitute for the law-making power of the legislature. 

 Supreme Court in Krishna Kumar Singh v. the State of Bihar held that the authority to issue ordinances is not 
an absolute entrustment, but is “conditional upon satisfaction that circumstances exist rendering it necessary to 
take immediate action”. 

 
The executive must show self-restraint and should use ordinance making power only in unforeseen or urgent matters 
and not to evade legislative scrutiny and debates. 

Q13. “While the national political parties in India favour centralisation, the regional parties are in favour of state 
autonomy.” Comment. (Answer in 250 words) 15 marks 
 
Answer: India opted for federal structure of the government, after independence. Our federalism is tilted towards centre 
to maintain unity and integrity of India. National parties favours Centralisation: 

 Easy to govern 

 Ideological base is wide. 

 Considers Regional aspiration as disintegrating force. 

 Understand the issue of National security comprehensively. 

 Represents the wider presence of different sections in the party itself. 

 Delays the international negotiation and hampers Bilateral relation. Ex:- Teesta issue. 
 
State Parties Favours Decentralisation: 

 Appoint of Governors and misuse of Article 356 

 Emergency powers with centre 

 Dependence of the states on the centre for financial assistance 

 Appoint of Governors. 

 Residuary power with centre. 

 
Commissions’ setup by regional parties to review federal structure: 

 Rajmannar Commission, 1969: demanded readjustment of the VII schedule and residuary power to the states. 

 Anandpur Sahib Resolution, 1973: It demanded greater autonomy for the States seeking Centre’s authority to be 
confined to only Defence, Foreign relation, Communications, Railways, and Currency. 

 

Commissions’ setup by National parties to review federal structure: 

 Sarkaria commission recommended status quo in the Centre-State relations, especially in the areas, relating to 
legislative matters, the role of Governors, and the use of Article 356. 

 M.M Punchi 2007, suggested reforms to address the issue of states. 

In this situation we can say that if there is a demand for greater state autonomy, creates instability in the government 
and developmental works will be affected. However genuine autonomy to states with necessary centralization factor is 
the way for political progress. 
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Q14. Critically examine the procedures through which the presidents of India and France are elected. (Answer in 
250 words) 15 marks 
 
Answer: India has a parliamentary system of government and France have Semi Presidential system. The French republic 
is governed by the president, prime minister, and cabinet. The prime minister of the country leads the policies related to 
the republic, while, the president leads the foreign-related policies.  
 
Procedure for election of French President: 
The President is elected to 5-year term in a two-round election. If no candidate secures an absolute majority of votes in 
the first round, a second round is held two weeks later between the two candidates who received the most votes. It is 
a voting method used to elect a single candidate, where voters cast a single vote for their preferred candidate. Under the 
two-round system, usually only the two candidates who received the most votes in the first round, or only those 
candidates who received above a prescribed proportion of the votes, are candidates in the second round. Other candidate 
are excluded from the second round. 
 
Critical examination: 

 It is often said that in the first-round you vote with your heart, and in the second you vote with your head. Hence 
there is less need to vote tactically in the first-round. 

 If more than two candidates go to the second round, they can agree amongst themselves that one of their number 
should stand down to exclude a third. 

 Research has shown that in France it produces the most disproportional results of any Western democracy, and 
that it tends to fragment party systems in new democracies. 

 One of the most serious problems with TRS is its implications for deeply divided societies.  
 
Procedure for election of Indian President:  
He is elected by the system of Proportional representation by means of single transferable vote system. 
 
Critical examination: 
The Single Transferable Vote (STV) is often criticized on the grounds that preference voting is unfamiliar in many societies, 
and demands, at the very least, a degree of literacy and numeracy. The intricacies of an STV count are themselves quite 
complex, which is also seen as being a drawback. 
 
However, both the democracies have adopted the system of election for President as per the historical understanding and 
concerning the status in the terms of Power and Position. 
 

Q15. Discuss the role of the Election Commission of India in the light of the evolution of the Model Code of 

Conduct. (Answer in  250 words) 15 marks 
 
Answer: Election commission of India is considered as a watchdog of Indian democracy as it ensures “Free and Fair 
election” as per the provision of Article 324-329 of Indian constitution. 
To ensure Free and Fair election, ECI has drafted Model code of Conduct in 1960’s which talks about: 

 General conduct Like: 

 No appeal to caste or communal feelings for securing votes 

 No political party or candidate shall permit its or his followers to make use of any individual’s land, building, 
compound wall 

 
 
Evolution of role of ECI:- 

 The Election Commission is appointing Observers. If the candidates or their agents have any specific complaint 
or problem regarding the conduct of elections they may bring the same to the notice of the Observer. 

 Issued Guidelines that The election manifesto shall not contain anything repugnant to the ideals and principles 
enshrined in the Constitution. 

 In case of single phase election, manifesto shall not be released during the prohibitory period, as prescribed 
under Section 126 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951. 

 ECI also takes measures like issuing advisory cautioning the candidates from campaigning for a specified period 
of time or even initiation of a criminal complaint. 

 ECI powers extend to postponing elections to any constituency, cancelling an election already notified, and even 
to abrogate or annul an election already held. 

 Supreme court remarked MCC an equalizer lost in implementation. 
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What amendments are required in RPA: 

 Section 29(b): To deregister Political parties. 

 Section 126 A: Amend Section 126(1) of R P Act to impose the “campaign silence period” on print, electronic 
media and intermediaries. 

 Sec 76 – 78: Electoral bond, state funding, ceiling on expenditure by parties. 
 
Way Forward: 

 MCC must backed by statutory power.  

 MCC must specify type of punishment that may arise from violation of its provisions.  
 
In a constitutional democracy, elections provide an opportunity to ascertain the popular will hence ensuring they are 
free and fair is prerequisite. 
 

Q16. Besides the welfare schemes, India needs deft management of inflation and unemployment to serve the 
poor and the underprivileged sections of the society. Discuss.  (Answer in  250 words) 15 marks 
Answer:- India being a welfare state as envisioned in DPSP, enters through welfare schemes to check the poor conditions 
of unprivileged sections. But the rising inflation and its impact on food and commodities and rising unemployment rate 
(6%) reverses the gain made in reducing poverty and its spill over impact. 
 
Welfare schemes: 

 MGNREGA Focuses on Rights based approach. 

 NRLM focuses on self-employment opportunities. 

 MUDRA Loan to start new business. 

 Stand up India and Start Up India. 
 
Why focus on Inflation and Unemployment is important: 

 The prices of essential food items have increased by 50% in seven years (2015 to 2022), whereas the real wage 
rate has risen by 22 per cent. These figures show that inflation has dented the real income of the poor, making 
their lives miserable as the food basket constitutes a substantial proportion of the total expenditure on the poor. 

 India’s 50-crore poor comprising socially and economically weaker sections in rural areas and urban slums are 
pushed to acute poverty under the effect of inflation.  

 The declining wage rates, Covid-19, high rural unemployment, income inequality and high food inflation have 
far-reaching implications for India’s trajectory towards alleviating poverty. 

 The high food and fuel inflation rates are mainly responsible for pushing the cost of input and output prices 
which resulted in an increase in wholesale inflation. 

  
Therefore, proactive government intervention is needed to check food and fuel inflation, increase employment in rural 
areas, reduce income inequality, strengthen the public distribution of essential commodities among the poor and enhance 
the average daily wage rate in rural India. 
 
Q17. Do you agree with the view that increasing dependence on donor agencies for development reduces the 
importance of community participation in the development process? Justify your answer.  (Answer in 250 words) 
15 marks 
 
Answer: Many governments, especially those in the developing world, do not have access to enough resources to enable 
them to do what is expected and required of them, by their citizens. Governments have therefore to find ways of getting 
additional resources, and one such way is to turn to donors. 

 
Increasing Dependence on Donor agencies: 

 USAID is working with India to implement ambitious emissions reduction measures, protect critical ecosystems, 
transition to renewable energy. 

 Since 2003, Bill and Melinda Gates foundation has invested more than US$1.2 billion in projects aimed at 
improving public health and development outcomes in India. 

 In 2021, ADB committed a record $4.6 billion in sovereign loans to India. ADB also committed $36.51 million in 
technical assistance and $3 million in grants under the sovereign portfolio. 

 
Doesn’t reduce the Community Participation as evident in: 

 Health care: Rogi kalyan samiti for governance in district hospital. 

 Water Management: Pani Panchayat is a voluntary activity of a group of farmers engaged in the collective 
management (harvesting and distribution) of surface water and groundwater (wells and percolation tanks). 
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 Education: Bihar Vidyalaya Shiksha Act of 2000 provides for the election of Vidyalaya Shiksha Samiti. VSS roles 
are for supervision of civil works, oversee financial transaction, organise campaigns to enrol out of school 
children and girls. 

 Service delivery: The Nagaland Communitisation of Public Institutions and Services Act, 2002 provide for 
empowerment of the community and delegation of the powers and functions of the State Government to the Iocal 
authorities by way of participation of the Community in matters connected with the management of local public 
utilities. 

 Disaster Management: NDMA has implemented a Scheme of Aapda Mitra on pilot basis to train 6000 community 
volunteers. 

 

Q18. The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 remains inadequate in promoting 

incentive-based system for children’s education without generating awareness about the importance of schooling. 
Analyse.  (Answer in 250 words) 15 marks 
 
Answer: India’s landmark Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009 provided free and compulsory education to children under 
Article 21-A. The Right to Education serves as a building block to ensure that every child has his or her right to get a 
quality elementary education. 
Feature of Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009 

 The RTE Act aims to provide primary education to all children aged 6 to 14 years. 

 The act mandates 25% reservation for disadvantaged sections of the society. 

 It had a clause for “No Detention Policy” which has been removed under RTE (Amendment) Act, 2019. 

RTE remains inadequate in promoting incentive-based system: 

 There is no focus on quality of learning, as shown by multiple ASER reports. 

 RTE Act appears to be mostly input oriented. 

 RTE does not provide incentives to teachers for better performance  
 
Achievements of Right to Education Act, 2009 

 The RTE Act has successfully increase enrolment in the upper primary level (Class 6-8). 

 It improved school infrastructure, especially in rural areas. 

 More than 3.3 million students secured admission under 25% quota norm under RTE. 

 It made education inclusive and accessible nationwide. 

 Removal of “no detention policy” has brought accountability in the elementary education system. 
 
Way Forward 

 Participation of NGOs, Civil society in spreading awareness regarding its importance. 

 Empower PRI to spurt the primary education ecosystem at village level and attach incentives on their performance  

 Give conditional benefits to families and child for performing better    
 

Q19. How will I2U2 (India, Israel, UAE and USA) grouping transform India’s position in global politics? (Answer 
in 250 words) 15 marks 
Answer: I2U2 initiative is a new grouping of India, Israel, USA and UAE. It will revitalize and re-energize the system 
of alliances and partnerships around the world. 
 
Its stated aim is to discuss common areas of mutual interest, to strengthen the economic partnership in trade and 
investment in our respective regions and beyond. 
 
I2U2 - transform India’s position in global politics: 

 Advantage from Abraham Accords: India will get advantage of the Abraham Accords to deepen engagement 
with Israel without risking its ties with the UAE and the other Arab states. 

 The centrality of India: India's bilateral strategic ties with each of the three countries have been on an upswing 
in the last few years. 

 Alliances: It will help India in building alliances — political alliances, social alliances. 

 India can play an important role in deepening Israel’s integration into the region. 

 For India, it leverages its good relations with Israel, the Gulf, and the US alike to build economic exchanges 
that are mutually beneficial with next to no downsides on the horizon. 

 India and the West Asian countries in I2U2 could come together and work on food security and agricultural 
technology thus solving global common concerns. 

 The US sees the group as another way to contain China where India is seen as consequential partner. 
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Thus, India’s participation in the West Asian Quad brings Delhi in a string with other significant powers– including 
Europe, China, and Russia – to try and involve all parties in the region. The I2U2 sets the staging for a new and engaged 
phase in India’s greater role in global politics. 
 

Q20. ‘Clean energy is the order of the day’. Describe briefly India’s changing policy towards climate change in 
various international fora in the context of geopolitics.  (Answer in 250 words) 15 marks 
 
Answer:- Clean energy is energy that comes from renewable, zero emission sources that do not pollute the atmosphere 
when used, as well as energy saved by energy efficiency measures. 

 PM Narendra Modi floated the idea of the One Sun One World One Grid Declaration (OSOWOG) with the objective 
to aid in developing a worldwide grid to reduce carbon footprints and energy costs. 

 International Solar Alliance: In pursuance to enhance Solar Energy production, India along with France launched 
the International Solar Alliance with the aim to promote solar energy in 121 member countries and to 
mobilize over $1 trillion of investment for the deployment of solar energy at affordable costs. 

 Act East Policy: Building LNG terminals in Ennore, Vizag and Dhamra on East coast and sharing MoU electricity 
in BBIN 

 IEA’s India Energy Outlook 2021 – India’s oil demand is seen rising by 74% to 8.7 million barrels per day by 
2040 under the existing policies scenario. 

  
India being a developing country and fastest growing economy, India’s energy requirement is full filled through fossil 
fuels for its development prospective. Recently India completed its 35% energy requirement INDC target well before time. 
This shows India is increasing its reliance on green energy and reducing dependence on fossil fuels. India took initiatives 
such as Green hydrogen mission. 

  
Recently, India ranked 10th in climate change performance index. India is encouraging and taking lead in clear energy 
initiatives in international to become climate leader in geo-politics.  
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GS PAPER 3 – 2022 

 
Q1:- Why is Public Private Partnership (PPP) required in infrastructural projects? Examine the role of PPP 
model in the redevelopment of Railway Stations in India. [150 Words] [10 Marks] 
 
Answer: Public Private Partnership (PPP) is a way to execute and maintain a project (generally an infrastructure 
project) for delivering of goods and services through collaboration of government and private sector. Infrastructure 
projects in India were built by Government till 1990. But in the post liberalization era, various infrastructure 
projects are being built on PPP model.  
 
The main reasons for why PPP is required for infrastructure projects are: 

 There is major infrastructure deficit which the government cannot build on its own 

 Infrastructure is capital intensive and private sector can bring in the required financial resources 

 For faster infrastructure development we require the speed and skill of the private sector 

 Private sector is relative more effective in executing and maintaining infrastructure projects 

 Private sector can bring in better technology and knowhow 
 
Indian Railways has adopted three models for station redevelopment: 

 One is the PPP model, under which a project is planned, statutory clearances obtained and a developer is 

chosen to upgrade a facility. Habibganj, in the suburbs of Bhopal, is the country’s first railway station to be 
redeveloped as a PPP project.  

 The second is collaboration with foreign governments to develop stations.  

 The third model is the Swiss Challenge method, where bidders have the freedom to design and develop a 
project on their own.  

 
Rail infrastructure development, having the highest multiplier impact, can play a major role in making India a 
developed economy by 2047. 

 
Q2:- Is inclusive growth possible under market economy? State the significance of financial inclusion in 
achieving economic growth in India. [150 Words] [10 Marks] 
 
Answer: Inclusive growth is economic growth that creates opportunity for all segments of the population and 
distributes the dividends of increased prosperity to every section of the society. A market economy is one in which 
the allocation of resources and the prices of goods and services are determined by market forces, primarily supply 
and demand. 
 
Even in a market economy, Government has resources and tools to steer the economy towards inclusive growth. 
And this can be done in the following ways: 

 Government focussing on provision of public services like quality education and health which enhances the 
capability of the people 

 Measures to reduce corruption in day-to-day life of the people 

 Focus should be more in the sectors where the poor work ex. in agriculture and rural infrastructure 

 Focus should be more on productive employment generation rather than subsidies 
 
In the last few years, Government has taken several steps in improving the financial inclusion which has impacted 
economic growth in India in the following ways: 

 More than 43 crore Jan Dhan Accounts have been opened which has mobilized the savings of the people 

resulting in higher investment and growth 

 Financial inclusion helps in reducing income inequality and poverty leading to higher growth  

 Through financial inclusion, Govt. has been able to transfer funds to poor through DBT (ex. Ujjwala scheme, 
PM Kisan etc) which protected livelihoods and supported demand in the economy leading to growth 

 Financial inclusion has led to increased tax base and tax buoyancy, providing more resources to Govt. which 

has pumped these resources in stimulating the economy resulting in higher growth. 
 
Inclusive financial system is a key to sustainable development and growth of a nation wherein all segments of the 
society have timely access to financial services at an affordable cost. 
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Q3:- What are the major challenges of Public Distribution System (PDS) in India? How can it be made 
effective and transparent? [150 Words] [10 Marks] 
 
Answer: The concept of Public Distribution System (PDS) in the country evolved during the 2nd World War (1942) 
due to the shortage of food grains. PDS has evolved as a system of management of scarcity and for distribution of 
food grains at affordable prices. PDS is incremental in nature and is not intended to make available the entire 
requirement of any of the commodities distributed under it.  
 
The PDS faces certain challenges mentioned below: 

 Most of the states distribute only wheat and rice under PDS resulting in deficiency of nutrients among 
poor 

 The food grains distributed under PDS lacks in quality 

 Inadequate storage capacity with FCI leads to wastage of food grains 

 Centralized procurement leads to transport of food grains from surplus states to deficit states leading to 
wastage of Govt.’s resources 

 FCI’s procurement of only wheat and rice has distorted the cropping pattern 

 
Taking a cue from the recommendations of the Shanta Kumar Committee, it can be made more effective and 
transparent in the following ways: 

 FCI should hand over the procurement operations to states 

 The coverage of beneficiaries should be brought down from the present 67% to 40% 

 FCI should outsource its stocking operations to private sector and other agencies 

 Liquidation of stocks should automatically kick-in when FCI is faced with surplus stocks than buffer 
norms 

 End to end computerization of the entire food management system, starting from procurement from 

farmers, to stocking, movement and finally distribution through TPDS 
 
It’s time to introduce DBT in procurement and distribution of food grains and FCI should keep only a minimum 
level of buffer stock for food security purpose. 
 
 
 
Q4:-Elaborate the scope and significance of the food processing industry in India [150 Words] [10 Marks] 
 
Answer: India is one of the world's largest producers as well as consumer of food products. Food processing is a 
sunrise industry (annual growth rate of 10%) in India and is increasingly seen as a potential source for driving 
the rural economy as it brings about synergy between the consumer, industry and agriculture. 
With a large agricultural resource base, abundant livestock and cost competitiveness, India is fast emerging as a 
sourcing hub of processed foods.   
 
Following is the scope and significance of food processing industry: 

 One-third of the population is living in urban areas and this urbanisation will shift the consumption 
towards packaged and ready-to-eat foods.  

 With favourable economic & cultural transformation, shift in attitudes & lifestyles, consumers are 

experimenting with different cuisines, tastes and new brands.  

 Demand for processed food rising with growing disposable income, urbanising young population, growing 
middle-class, and nuclear families.  

 Changing lifestyle and increase in awareness and concern for wellness and health has increased the 
expenditure on health and nutritional food like high protein, low fat, wholegrain and organic food.  

 Government is supporting food processing activities with various schemes like Mega Food Parks, 

SAMPADA scheme, TOP scheme etc. 
 
Food processing industry is one of the major employment intensive segments and can play a major role in 
encouraging the movement of labour from agriculture to manufacturing, thereby removing the problem of 
disguised unemployment and increasing the productivity of labour and wages. 
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Q5:- The increase in life expectancy in the country has led to newer health challenges in the community. 
What are those challenges and what steps need to be taken to meet them? (Answer in 150 words) 10 
 
Answer: Life Expectancy is an estimate of the average number of additional years that a person of a given age can 
expect to live. According to Registrar General of India, India’s life expectancy is 69. 
  
New Health Challenges: 

 Rise in Elderly Population: The Quality of Life for Elderly Index mentions that the share of elders is expected 
to increase from around 7.5% in 2001 and will surpass 19.5% by 2050 

 Feminisation of Ageing in rural India. 

 Increased requirement of Geriatric Care leading to issues in social security net and rising government 
budgets. 

 Challenges with Health Insurance: Less than 1% of older adults have health insurance, and ageing-related 
morbidities are a grey area in terms of coverage. 

 Changing Disease Burden: With the number of non-communicable diseases is already outgrowing infectious 

diseases contributing to 60% of deaths. 
 

Steps to be taken: 

 Geriatric pharmacotherapy to be included in the Undergraduate, PG and Nursing course to understand the 
impact of drugs on elderly.  

 Utilise NGO like Help age India. 

 Provide easy access to preventive, promotive, curative and rehabilitative services to the elderly at all levels 

of health care delivery system along with specialized long-term and short-term training of health 
professionals  

 
Health education programmes using mass media, folk media and other communication channels are being 
promoted to reach out to the target community for promoting the concept of healthy ageing, importance of 
physical exercise, healthy habits, and reduction of stress. 
 
 
 
 
Q6:- Each year a large amount of plant material, cellulose, is deposited on the surface of Planet Earth. 
What are the natural processes this cellulose undergoes before yielding carbon dioxide, water and other 
end products? (Answer in 150 words) 10 
 
Answer: Cellulose is a molecule, consisting of carbon, hydrogen and oxygen atoms. Cellulose is the main 
substance in the walls of plant cells, helping plants to remain stiff and upright. The degradation of cellulose is a 
biochemical process involving organic and inorganic phases to form carbon dioxide, water etc. 
 
Cellulose in Planet Earth: Organic: Detritus Food Chain 

 This type of food chain starts from organic matter of dead and decaying animals and plant bodies from the 

grazing food chain. 

 Dead organic matter or detritus feeding organisms are detrivores or decomposers. The detrivores or 
decomposers. The detrivores are eaten by predators. 

 In an aquatic ecosystem, the grazing food chain is the major conduit for energy flow. 

 As against this, in a terrestrial ecosystem, a much larger fraction of energy flows through the detritus food 

chain than the grazing food chain. 
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Cellulose in Planet Earth: Inorganic: Leaching, Mineralisation and Weathering. Hence, Cellulose degradation is 
a prime example where both organic and inorganic processes work simultaneously to maintain the balance in 

nature. 
 
 
 
 
 
Q7:- Discuss in detail the photochemical smog emphasizing its formation, effects and mitigation. Explain 
the 1999 Gothenburg Protocol.  (Answer in 150 words) 10 
 
Answer: Photochemical Smog is a type of smog produced when ultraviolet light from the sun reacts with nitrogen 
oxides in the atmosphere. It is visible as a brown haze, and is most prominent during the morning and afternoon, 
especially in densely populated, warm cities.  
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Effects of Photochemical Smog: 

 Both ozone and PAN cause eye irritations. Ozone and nitric oxide (NO) can irritate the nose and throat and 
their high concentration causes a headache, chest pain, dryness of the throat, cough and difficulty in 
breathing. 

 Photochemical smog leads to cracking of rubber and extensive damage to plant life. 

 It also causes corrosion of metals, stones, building materials, rubber and painted surfaces. 

 
Mitigation of Photochemical Smog: 

 Opting for Renewable Energy and use of energy efficient designs and materials when renovating or building.  

 Reducing and Managing Vehicular and Industrial Emissions.  

 Use of Environmentally Friendly Consumer Products Gothenburg Protocol:  
 
Photochemical Smog should be reduced through various protocols like Multi effect protocol and efforts of all 
concerned stakeholders thus fulfilling the requirements of Article - 21 (Right to Clean, safe and healthy 
environment). 
 
 
Q8:- Explain the mechanism and occurrence of cloudburst in the context of the Indian subcontinent. 
Discuss two recent examples. (Answer in 150 words) 10 
 
Answer: As per IMD definition, over 100 mm of rainfall in one hour is called a cloudburst. It usually occurs over 
a small geographical region (20-30 sq.km). 

 
Mechanism of Cloudbursts: 

 In India, cloudbursts often occur 

during the monsoon season, 
when the south-westerly 
monsoon winds bring in copious 
amounts of moisture inland. The 
moist air that converges over land 
gets lifted as they encounter the 
hills. 

 The moist air reaches an altitude 
and gets saturated, and the water 
starts condensing out of the air 
forming clouds. 

 Such an orographic lifting 
together with a strong moisture 

convergence can lead to intense 
cumulonimbus clouds taking in 
huge volumes of moisture that is 
dumped during cloudbursts. 

 Tall cumulonimbus clouds can 
develop in about half an hour as 
the moisture updraft happens 
rapidly, at a pace of 60 to 120 
km/hr.  

 
Occurrence of Cloudbursts:  
Cloudbursts, hence, occur mostly over the rugged terrains over the Himalayas, the Western Ghats, and north-
eastern hill States of India. The heavy spells of rain on the fragile steep slopes trigger landslides, debris flows, and 
flash floods causing large-scale destruction and loss of people and property.  
 
IMD is enhancing its automatic weather stations, government will give hourly data that can help map 
cloudburst-prone regions. Multiple doppler weather radars can monitor moving cloud droplets and help to 
provide forecast for next three hours 
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Q9:- Discuss the types of organized crimes. Describe the linkages between terrorists and organised crime 
that exist at the national and transnational levels. (Answer in 150 words) 10 
 
Answer: Terrorism can be differentiated from organized crime by the fact that aims of the former is 
political/ideological while that of organized crime is profit and money making.   
 
Types of organized crime:  

 Drug dealing 

 Trafficking 

 Money Laundering 

 Fake currency notes 
 
Symbiotic relation between Terrorism and Organized Crime: -  

 Drug trafficking, gun running, extortion, kidnapping, contract killing are used to raise money for their 

organization.  

 Network of people, resources and logistics symbiotically support each other. For example, members of 
Dawood Ibrahim gang conducted a series of bomb blasts in Mumbai in 1993.  

 Terrorist groups conduct drug trafficking’s to ensure channels of terror finance.  

 Terrorist groups also support drug trafficking networks through arms, ammunitions as well as support 

criminals in border crossings. For example: terror movement in Punjab coincided with rise of Golden 
Crescent as hub for drug smuggling.   

 
 
Problems in control efforts: -  

 Use of modern technology like Deep web and Dark web for sale of illicit items and secure funding is key 
challenge.  

 Legal  vacuum,  for  example  inadequate  special  laws  to  control  or  suppress  organized crime.  

 Inadequate resources and training, for example glaring inadequacy in police personnel 
and  infrastructure,  weak  forensic  team,  lack  of  training  for  investigating  organized crimes.   

 
Measures to control organized crime: -  

 Indian Penal Code Section 120-B provides for punishment for criminal conspiracy.  

 State level laws like Maharashtra Control of Organized Crime.  

 The  National Security  Act 1980  which provides for  preventive detention  by  Central or State Government 
or by officers designated by Government.  

 Prevention of Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act provide for detention of 

persons involved in such crimes.   
 
The  frontier  for  action  to  address  organized  crime  and  terrorism  is  to  improve  policing, coordinated 
intelligence through Multi Agency Centre, better border and cyber security.   
 
Q10:- What are the maritime security challenges in India? Discuss the organizational, technical and 
procedural initiatives taken to improve the maritime security. (Answer in 150 words) 10 
 
Answer: The term maritime security is defined as comprising those issues which pertain to the sea and have a 
critical bearing on the country’s security. The threats are of Traditional and Non-traditional (Pirates, Climate 
Change, Smuggling) types. 
 
Issues in Maritime Security:- 

➔ Multi-level structure: There are approximately 15 agencies involved in various facets of coastal security 

that lead to inadequate utilization of resources, overlapping jurisdiction. 

➔ Structural Gap: Sufficient attention has not been paid to provide police stations with essential 

requirements. 

➔ Technology: The latest audit showed only about 1,000 vessels were actually equipped with the tracking 

facility. 

➔ Domestic industrial base: There is a lack of industrial base to reduce the demand for security related 

equipment. 

➔ Absence of a comprehensive policy formulation mechanism:- There is no coordinating body which could 

formulate national strategies for countering existing and emergent threats. 

➔ Discontent in fishermen communities:- Growing discontent among them due to the loss of their 

‘traditional’ fishing harbors to sensitive and strategic establishments like naval bases, coast guard 
headquarters, etc.  
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Recent Steps Taken 

 India has signed the agreement to the Trans Regional Maritime Network (TRMN). The network facilitates 
information exchange on the movement of commercial traffic on the high seas. 

 Indian Ocean Naval Symposium is a voluntary initiative that seeks to increase maritime cooperation among 
navies of the littoral states. 

 Indian access to port DUQM in Oman for military use and Logistical support. 

 Developing Andaman & Nicobar which is located at just 90 kms from Malacca strait to irritate China’s 
Malacca Dilemma. 

 The Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC) is the first tri- services command in the country where officers 

and men from all three services 

 Strengthen patrolling mechanism near Sir creek to check Pakistani infiltration   
 
All steps were taken in consonance with India’s Maritime strategy to improve our maritime security.  

 
 
Q11: “Economic growth in the recent past has been led by increase in labour productivity”. Explain this  
statement. Suggest the growth pattern that will lead to creation of more jobs without compromising labour 
productivity. [250 Words] [15 Marks] 
 
Answer: In the post liberalization period, our economic growth increased to 6% in 1990s and then it touched 7% 
to 8% in the 2000 decade. But this higher growth was mainly driven by service sector (IT, telecom, finance etc.) 
which touched 10% while agriculture and manufacturing sector remained around 3% and 5% respectively. 
 
Our economic growth is being termed as jobless growth with the declining employment elasticity which is the 
ratio of percentage change in employment to percentage change in GDP. 
 
So, India has been the fastest growing economy but without creation of much jobs. This means that we are able 
to produce more output with the same amount of labour which proves that our labour productivity has increased.  
 
Labour productivity = Output (GDP)/Labour 
 
As the output is increasing without the increase in labour/employment, this means that our economic growth is 
driven by an increase in productivity of labour. And our labour is becoming more productive because of use of 
more capital/machines. 
 
But with growing population and workforce, India needs to create more jobs and for that our growth should come 
from the following sectors: 

 Labour intensive manufacturing like textiles, footwear, toys etc. 

 Shifting to high value agriculture crops like livestock, dairy, fisheries, horticulture etc.  

 Surplus labour should shift from agriculture to non-farm jobs like food processing, storage infrastructure, 

logistics, unskilled manufacturing etc. 

 Shifting to precision and smart farming techniques 

 Building rural infrastructure and integrating with global supply chains which can increase our share of 
exports from the present level of 21% of GDP. 

 Government should focus on building infrastructure and reducing logistics cost. 

 
Government should focus more on infrastructure and logistics which can make the economy more efficient and, 
in the process, increasing the overall labour productivity and gains to the overall economy. 
 
 
Q12: Do you think India will meet 50 percent of its energy needs from renewable energy by 2030? Justify 
your answer. How will the shift of subsidies from fossil fuels to renewables help achieve the above 
objective? Explain. [150 Words] [10 Marks] 
 
Answer: India has set a target of 50% electric power installed capacity from non-fossil fuel based energy resources 
by 2030. India presently has non-fossil fuel based installed capacity of 155 GW (39%). 
 
India in most likelihood will be able to achieve this target as: 

 The growth in the non-fossil fuel-based installation capacity is much higher as compared to the fossil fuel-
based energy 

 Govt. is running various schemes like establishment of 50 Solar Parks of 500 MW with the help of state 

governments. 

 Government has launched Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for manufacturing domestic solar 
modules 
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Govt. is providing various subsidies on renewable energy generation and moving away from the subsidies 
provided for fossil fuel: 

 Government provides subsidies on solar rooftops and agriculture solar pumps under KUSUM scheme 

 Government imposing ‘Clean Energy Cess’ of Rs. 400/tonne on coal used for power projects 

 Ministry of Power in consultation with Ministry of New and Renewable Energy setting target of ‘Renewable 

Purchase Obligations (RPOs) on States 
 
The above steps will help in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) of ‘affordable and clean energy’ 
(SDG – 7) and ‘climate action’ (SDG – 13). 
 
 
 
 
Q13: What are the main bottlenecks in upstream and downstream process of marketing of agricultural 
products in India? [150 Words] [10 Marks] 
 
Answer: The agriculture sector in India is growing at around 3.5%. In the last few years the growth in the 
agriculture sector is constrained due to the challenges on the marketing side. The following are the challenges on 
the upstream and the downstream process of agricultural marketing: 
 
Upstream challenges: 

 Lack of cold storage facilities for perishable agricultural commodities 

 Lack of processing facilities 

 Lack of assaying facilities 
 
Downstream challenges: 

 Lack of transportation facilities linking the rural areas 

 Most of the states not allowing private wholesale mandis  

 Direct sale by farmers to retails chains (contract farming) is also restricted by most states 

 Lack of formal/organized players in retail sector 
 
The reforms launched in the last few years like Model Agricultural Produce and Livestock Marketing Act 2017, 
‘Model Contract Farming Act 2018, SAMPADA scheme etc. will definitely help in resolving the above-mentioned 
challenges and will play a critical role in doubling farmers income. 
 
 
 
 
Q14: What is Integrated Farming System? How is it helpful to small and marginal farmers in India? [150 
Words] [10 Marks] 
 
Answer: Integrated Farming System (IFS) is an innovative approach wherein solo agriculture systems are 
integrated with livestock, aquaculture, forestry, or other inter-related set of enterprises to multiply gains and 
reduce input cost. Waste from one enterprise becomes an input for other, thus cost is reduced, production is 
increased and the ultimate income gets multiplied.  
 
Integrated Farming System is best suited for small-sized farms with limited resources in the following 
ways: 

 More output can be produced from small-sized farmers due to integration of different agricultural systems 

 Major focus in IFS is on high value crops resulting in more income per acre 

 Regular stable income through the products like egg, milk, mushroom, vegetables, honey and silkworm 
cocoons from the linked activities in integrated farming  

 IFS has more resource use efficiency resulting in less cost and more income for farmers 

 Sustainable soil fertility and productivity through organic waste recycling and is resilient and adaptive to 
climate variability.  
 
The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has developed 60 location specific, cost effective, eco-friendly, 
socially acceptable multi-enterprise IFS models in farmers’ participatory mode to reduce risk in farming, enhance 
farm productivity/profitability and secure livelihoods of resource poor small and marginal farmers. 
 
 

https://t.me/ias360forupsc


 

 
 

                                                    

                                       

 

33 

 

Q15:- Launched on 25th December, 2021, James Webb Space Telescope has been much in the news since 
then. What are its unique features which make it superior to its predecessor Space Telescopes ? What are 
the key goals of this mission ? What potential benefits does it hold for the human race? (Answer in 250 
words) 15 
 
Answer: James Webb Telescope: The telescope is the result of an international 
collaboration between NASA, the European Space Agency (ESA) and the Canadian Space Agency. 

 It can see backwards in time to just after the Big Bang by looking for galaxies that are so far away that the 
light has taken many billions of years to get from those galaxies to our telescopes. 

 It's the successor to Hubble Telescope. 
 
Unique Features of James Webb Space Telescope (JWST): 

 Wavelength: Hubble telescope use Ultraviolet rays of wavelength, whereas James Webb use Infrared rays. 

 Orbit: Hubble telescope orbits around the Earth, whereas James Webb orbits around the Lagrange point(L2). 

 The JWST is capable of detecting the heat of a bumblebee as far away as the moon. 

 The James Webb Space Telescope is expected to be about 100 times more sensitive than the Hubble telescope 
which has the capability to transform scientific understanding of the universe.  

 
Key Goals of the JWST: 

 To search for the first galaxies that formed after the Big Bang. 

 To determine how galaxies evolved from their earlier formation until now. 

 To observe the formation of stars from the first stages to the formation of planetary systems. 

 To measure the physical and chemical properties of planetary systems and investigate the potential for life 
in such systems. 

 
Potential Benefits: 

 Study black holes from a different angle, particularly, the cooler gases and stars dancing around their 
invisible neighbour. 

 Predicting Solar flares, sun spots that have impact on the communication system. 

 Searching more earth-like planets in the Goldilocks zone to understand the origin of life. 

 Understanding the evolution of galaxies as well as earth which in turn helps to predict the future of life on 
earth. 

 Understanding the primitive changes in the atmosphere to know the impact of global warming and climate 
change. 

 
Hence, James Webb telescope’s capabilities will enable a broad range of investigations across the fields of 
astronomy and cosmology. Webb’s infrared telescope will explore a wide range of science questions to help us 
understand the origins of the universe and our place in it. 
 
Q16: What is the basic principle behind vaccine development? How do vaccines work? What approaches 
were adopted by the Indian vaccine manufacturers to produce COVID-19 vaccines ? (Answer in 250 
words) 15 
 
Answer: According to WHO vaccination is a simple, safe, and effective method of protecting individuals against 

dangerous diseases before they are exposed to them.” 
Principle of vaccination: 

 Vaccines stimulate the immune response (T-cells and B-cells together work) to recognise a pathogen (a 
disease-causing organism) or part of a pathogen. 

 It induces protection against a pathogen by mimicking its natural interaction with the human immune 
system. 

 
Vaccines Work: 

 When the vaccine is introduced into the body, the white blood cells come in the response.  

 The WBCs recognise the vaccine as foreign substance by the surface molecule on the vaccine.  

 After recognition the B and T cells start dividing rapidly.  

 T-cytotoxic and B killer cells started responding to the vaccine. That's why fever is common after vaccination.  

 Some WBCs differentiate as B- memory cells which are stored within the body.  

 When the pathogen attack takes place or is given a booster dose, the B-memory cells start giving faster 
reaction as the body has accepted the surface particle as foreign previously.  
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COVID-19 Vaccines by Indian Manufactures: 

 Covaxin (Bharat Biotech): They contain dead, inactivated forms of virus, incapable of infecting people. 
Inactivated vaccines do not replicate and are therefore unlikely to revert and cause pathological effect, but 
still able to instruct the immune system to mount a defensive reaction against an infection. 

 Covishield (SII with Oxford University): is a recombinant non-replicating virus which is genetically engineered 
to produce coronavirus proteins in the body, but the virus is weakened and cannot cause the disease. 

 iNCOVACC (Bharat Biotech): is a non-replicating viral vector-based vaccine. Novel kind of Nasal vaccine 
works by suppressing the broad immune response of the virus in nasal cavity by neutralising IgG antibodies 
suppressing mucosal IgA antibodies and T cell response. 

 Gemcovac-19(Pune-based Gennova Biopharmaceutical): Messenger RNA (mRNA) vaccines teach our cells how 
to make a protein that will trigger an immune response inside our bodies. After vaccination, the mRNA will 
enter the muscle cells. 

Vaccination is a simple, safe, and effective way of protecting people against harmful diseases, before they come 
into contact with them. 
 
 
 
 
Q17:- Discuss global warming and mention its effects on the global climate. Explain the control measures 
to bring down the level of greenhouse gases which cause global warming, in the light of the Kyoto 
Protocol, 1997. (Answer in 250 words) 15 
 
Answer:  As per IPCC 5th Assessment Report, Global Warming is defined as an increase in combined surface air 
and sea surface temperatures averaged over the globe and over a 30-year period. 
 
Effects of Global Warming on Global Climate: 

 Rise in temperature leading to ice melt: Thinning ice of Northern Seas will make the atmospheric conditions 
vulnerable to control. 

 Threat to Marine Life: Leads to destruction to marine and coral life underwater. 

 Loss of Settlements: Rise to Sea level threatens infrastructure and human settlements. 

 Impact on Health: Crop failure due to global warming leads to food insecurity and malnutrition. 
 
Control measures, in light of Kyoto protocol (KP) (1997):- It commits industrialised countries to stabilise 
greenhouse gas emissions (GHG). It binds emission reduction targets only for developed countries. However, the  
Protocol also offers three market-based mechanisms: 
1. Emissions trading (Carbon trading): A new commodity was created in the form of emission reductions or 

removals. Carbon is now tracked and traded like any other commodity. This is often termed the carbon market. 
2. Clean Development Mechanism (CDM): It is defined as it allows a country with an emission-reduction or 

emission-limitation commitment to implement an emission-reduction project in developing countries such as 
a rural electrification project using solar panels or the installation of more energy-efficient boilers. 

3. Joint implementation (JI): It allows a country with an emission reduction or limitation commitment to earn 
emission reduction units (ERUs) from an emission-reduction or emission removal project in another country, 
each equivalent to one tonne of CO2, which can be counted towards meeting its Kyoto target. 

Hence, National Clean Air Programme, Global Air Quality Guidelines, National Action Plan for Climate Change, 
UNFCCC provide an effort for reducing GHG abatement in the developed countries and also in developing 
countries. 
 
 
 
Q18:- Explain the causes and effects of coastal erosion in India. What are the available coastal 
management techniques for combating the hazard? (Answer in 250 words) 15 
 
Answer:  It is the loss or displacement of land, or the long-term removal of sediment and rocks along the coastline 
due to the action of waves, currents, tides, wind driven water, or other impacts of storms. 
 
Causes of Coastal Erosion: 

Natural Factors Anthropogenic Factors 

1. Action of Breaking Waves 1.Construction of Unplanned Structures 

2. Effect of Severe Cyclonic Storms 2.Reduction of sediment supply due to damming of rivers 

3. Rise in Sea Level 3.Removal of sand from beaches 

4. Deflation 4.Dredging of inlet channels 

5. Tidal Current 5.Unplanned reclamation 
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Effects of Coastal Erosion: 

 Ecological Degradation: Mangroves, coral reefs, and the majority of wetlands along the coast have all been 
severely damaged. Eg: Coastal erosion is damaged coral reefs near Kovalam coast in Kerela. 

 Vulnerability of population: increasing loss of land, with many people migrating or having already migrated. 
E.g., Current trend of eviction in Sundarbans. 

 Resource Depletion: Endemic fishes have been depleted to a large extent like Andhra Coast. 

 Pollution: With the increasing of industry, agriculture, and urban areas are degrading the quality of much of 
the world’s fresh water. 

 
 
Coastal Management Techniques:  

 Usage of Geosynthetic Tubes and Bags. 

 Vegetation Planting on Coastal areas. 

 Control of Beach groundwater table. 

 Nourishment of Artificial Beach. 
 
Suggestions: 

 The 15th FC had suggested, the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) (Ministry of Home Affairs) 
may develop a policy to deal with the extensive displacement of people caused by coastal and river erosion. 

 The 15th FC Commission has also recommended for creating NDMF (National Disaster Mitigation Fund) 
'Mitigation Measures to Prevent Erosion' and resettlement of Displaced People Affected by Erosion' under 
NDRF. 
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Q19:- What are the different elements of cyber security? Keeping in view the challenges in cyber 
security, examine the extent to which India has successfully developed a comprehensive National Cyber 
Security Strategy. (Answer in 250 words) 15 
 
Answer: Cyber Security is protecting cyber space including critical information infrastructure from attack, 
damage, misuse and economic espionage. 
 
Elemets of Cyber security Architecture: 

 Network Elements: Network nodes like computers, NICs, repeaters, hubs, bridges, switches, routers, 
modems, gateways. 

 Security Elements:  like firewalls, Intrusion Detection/Protection Systems [IDS/IPS], 
encryption/decryption devices. 

 Security Frameworks & Standards: Cybersecurity framework architecture standards like NIST Risk 
Management Framework  

 
Vulnerabilities to the Architecture:  

 Data Diddling: Attack floods systems, servers, or networks with traffic to exhaust resources and 
bandwidth. 

 Ransom ware: Blocks access to key components of the network and demand money to unlock it. 

 Phishing: The goal is to steal sensitive data like credit card and login information or to install malware on 
the victim’s machine 

 Malware: Covertly obtains information by transmitting data from the hard drive (spyware) 
 
National cyber security strategy to ensure a safe, secure, trusted, resilient, and vibrant cyberspace for India. 

 Security by Design:- To develop institutional capability for assessment, evaluation, certification and rating 
of core devices. 

 Monitoring of Supply chain of integrated circuits. 

 Product testing and certification needs to be enhanced. 

 The supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA) security should be integrated with enterprise 
security. 

 A minimum allocation of 0.25% of the annual budget is required for cyber security. 

 Holding cyber security drills to tackle crisis management. 

 Create cyber security services under Indian enginerring services. 

 Cyber insurance to address risk. 

 Cyber diplomacy. 

 Setting up exclusive court to deal with cyber investigation 
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Q20:- Naxalism is a social, economic and developmental issue manifesting as a violent internal security 
threat. In this context, discuss the emerging issues gest a multilayered strategy to tackle the menace of 
Naxalism. (Answer in 250 words) 15 
 
Answer: Naxalism is a violent movement that claims to fight for the social and economic rights of 
Underprivileged groups who want to overthrow the Indian Government and replace it with a different regime. 
 
Social, economic and developmental causes of Naxalism:  

 Poverty amongst ST and Dalit e.g. The National Family health survey shows 45.9% of ST members are in 
the lowest wealth. 

 Lack of access to Basic forest Resources –poor implementation of FRA 2006 and PESA 1996. 

 Land Alienation and Displacement with little or no rehabilitation e.g. The Sardar Sarovar Project displaced 
57% of tribal among total displaced people. 

 Skewed Mining Policy. 

 Labor, Unemployment and issue of Minimum Wages 

 Environmental Degradation. 
 
Above cause leads to Discontent, Distrust and Alienation 

 
Emerging issues: 

 Organized Crime 

 Illegal opium cultivation 

 Coming together of different groups together 

 Foreign contact ex:- Phillipines 
 
Recent initiatives:  

 SAMADHAN It is a strategy of MHA to frame short term and long-term policies to tackle LWE.  

 Aspiration district programme with special emphasis on developmental needs to naxal areas.  
 
What are the suggestions to check Naxalism? 

 New Deal: Coloumbian Peace deal can provide blueprint for tackling Naxal Operation. This deal is based on 
few underlying provisions such as Comprehensive Rural Reform, Improving Citizen Participation. 

 Perception Management: The tribal way of life should be celebrated aired on AIR. 

 UNESCO advises for soft power augmentation with focus on-Education, Youth Empowerment. Gender 
Equality and Internet and Social Media. 

 XAXA Committee:- 
a. Land Acquisition- G Sabha consent if forged, there should be Penalty. 
b. G Sabha:- Empower it to restore alienated land back to original owner ,even while a case is pending in the 
court. 
c. Mining:- It should be done by Tribal Cooperatives only as in Andhra. 
 
Recently, As per MHA the geographical influence of Maoists has contracted to only 41 districts ifrom 96 such 
districts in 10 States shows govt taking steps in right direction.  
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GS PAPER 4 - 2022 

 

Q1. (a) Wisdom lies in knowing what to reckon with and what to overlook. An officer being engrossed with the 

periphery, ignoring the core issues before him, is not rare in the bureaucracy. Do you agree that such 

preoccupation of an administrator leads to travesty of justice to the cause of effective service delivery and 

good governance? Critically evaluate.       (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 

Answer: Goal orientedness, identification of core issue, focus on achievement of objective are considered as cardinal 

virtues of a good civil servant. Wisdom is the ability to differentiate between ethical and unethical conduct, between 

core and peripheral issues on the basis of rationality and human values. 

  

Core issues in governance Peripheral issues 

 Strong and ethical decision making. 

 Innovation and creativity. 

 Improvement in work culture. 

 Promoting good governance. 

 Better and efficient service delivery. 

 Values of empathy and compassion. 

 Long term goals and visions for organization 

and nation. 

 Combatting corruption. 

 Improving transparency and accountability. 

 Reducing red-tapism. 

 Focus on traditional work culture. 

 Rules as end in itself. 

 Office politics. 

 Office perks.  

 Over centralized decision making 

 Dependency on subordinates. 

 Political biasness. 

 Colonial mind-set. 

 Reluctance to change. 

 Reluctance to incorporate ICT in work culture. 

 “Chalta hai” attitude towards work. 

 

In civil services, there is no dearth of officers who focus on above peripheral issues. This preoccupation with peripheral 

concerns causes issues like- 

 Dismal bureaucratic performance. 

 More than 300 million people still poor in the country. 

 Consistent low HDI rank 131. 

 Global hunger index ranking of 101. 

 

Way forward. 

 Improving competencies of civil servants through regular trainings. 

 Attitude change from colonial to developmental bureaucracy. 

 Multi stakeholder approach- involving NGOs, civil society, citizens in decision making and implementation. 

 360-degree performance appraisal- fixing accountability of officers. 

 Converting outlays into outcomes for effective evaluation. 

 

Recently, Government announced mission “Karmayogi” to transform bureaucracy from rule based to role based to 

address core issues, effective and efficient delivery of services, and good governance. 

 

Q1. (b) Apart from intellectual competency and moral qualities, empathy and compassion are some of the other 

vital attributes that facilitate the civil servants to be more competent in tackling the crucial issues or taking 

critical decisions. Explain with suitable illustrations.      (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 

Answer: Competencies are the skills, knowledge and behaviors that lead to successful performance of civil 

servants. Intellectual competencies help in achieving objectivity and cooperation whereas moral qualities help in 

building character and ensures ethical governance. 
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Desirable competencies of civil servants 

 

 

 Seeing the big picture. 

 Changing and improving. 

 Making effective decisions. 

 Leading by example and clear 

communication. 

 Collaborating and partnering. 

 Building capabilities for all. 

 Achieving commercial outcomes. 

 Delivering quality services. 

 Value for money. 

 Delivering at pace. 

 

 

Empathy refers to the ability to imagine oneself in other’s place and understand others’ feeling, desires, ideas, 

objectives and actions.  

 

Compassion refers to a step further, where a person not only feels empathy but also a desire to help alleviate the 

suffering of the other person. Thus, the emphasis here is on the action and willingness to help. 

 

Role of empathy and compassion in governance: 

 Provides a sense of kinship and concern. 

 Induces belongingness with citizens. 

 Enables us to better understand how others are feeling so we can respond appropriately in various situations. 

 Ensures that the public servants act sensitively and interpret the rules so as to advance public interest. 

 Essential quality of administration in welfare state. 

Civil servants who have shown exceptional empathy and compassion – Shri. P Narhari transformed Gwalior into a 

barrier free and disabled friendly city. Armstrong Pame- built Peoples Road. Compassionate Kozhikode Operation 

Suleimani to feed to poor by Prasanth Nair. Wall of kindness to provide useful goods to needy. Dharmveer Jakhad 

has made aapni pathshala to help the children of migrant labor in education. 

Q2. (a) The Rules and Regulations provided to all the civil servants are same, yet there is difference in the 

performance. Positive minded officers are able to interpret the Rules and Regulations in favour of the case 

and achieve success, whereas negative minded officers are unable to achieve goals by interpreting the same 

Rules and Regulations against the case. Discuss with illustrations.       (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 

            Answer: The Rules and Regulations are made to achieve the common good and to ensure the uniformity in 

administration. However, despite the rules being same for all civil servants such as conduct rules 1961, they differ in 

performance. 

                            

This difference is the outcome of the differing attitude of civil servants to approach a particular case as well as the 

idea of civil service as a whole as evident from the following analysis: 

            

Positive minded officer (upholds the idea of 

public service and the values of integrity, 

objectivity, transparency, empathy and 

compassion) 

Negative minded officer (elitist attitude, 

preference to personal interest, apathetic 

attitude towards problems faced by public) 

 Treat rules as means to an end i.e., public 

service and welfare 

 Reduces instances of conflict of interest 

(e.g., allocation of tenders through open and 

transparent auctioning) 

 Rules as end in itself (e.g., a lady died in 

ambulance in traffic jam due to movement of 

President cavalcade in Kanpur in 2021) 

 Increase instances of conflict of interest 

(e.g., tempering with rules to favour near ones 
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 Problem solving attitude leading to innovative 

and out of box solutions (e.g., IAS Shashanka 

Ala initiative of My School, My Garden to fight 

malnutrition in Mizoram’s most backward 

district) 

 Change oriented 

in tender auctioning) 

  ABCD Approach e.g., avoid, bypass, confuse 

and delay: leads to red tapism, corruption. 

 Status-Quoist 

            

Thus, the attitude of the civil servant will determine the altitude of their success in the implementation of rules and 

regulations both in letter and spirit. 

 

Q2. (b) It is believed that adherence to ethics in human actions would ensure in smooth functioning of an 

organization/system. If so, what does ethics seek to promote in human life? How do ethical values assist in 

the resolution of conflict faced by him in his day-to-day functioning?  (Answer in 150 Words) 10 

 

Answer: - Working of organizations like ISRO, TATA shows that adherence to ethics in human actions ensures smooth 

functioning of an organization. 

 

Importance of ETHICS in Human Life: 

 Integrity and Probity: Ethics help maintain strong sense of purpose and conviction towards one’s work 

 e.g.; E Sreedharan and his role in the Metro Development and its success in the country. 

 Fulfilment of higher order needs: Mahatma Gandhi’s Satyagraha’s role in the liberation of India. 

 Better decision-making ability: Guided by the values of objectivity, impartiality, empathy and compassion 

for others.eg: deft shown by administration in handling Covid crisis despite shortage of resources 

 Instill self confidence in various endeavours of life. 

 

Ethical values assistance in resolution of conflicts 

 Impartiality: For e.g., it prevents from favouring son over daughter in a fight even despite his mistake 

 Objectivity: For e.g., Gandhi took the tough decision of withdrawing the NCM after the chauri-chaura incident 

 Sense of responsibility: for e.g., my sister accepted act of stealing Rs 100 from my father’s wallet when blame was 

being put on innocent house help. 

 

Thus, ethics always help us in navigating the rough waters of life by being upright and having clear conscience, 

thereby, paving way for achieving the summum bonum. 

 

Q3. What does each of the following quotations mean to you? 

(a) “Ethics is knowing the difference between what you have the right to do and what is right to do” -Potter 

Stewart.                 (Answer in 150 words) 10 

Answer: - Ethics is a set of standards that society places on itself that guides its behaviour, choices, and actions. 

Ethics is systematic study of human actions from the point of view of their rightfulness or wrongfulness.  

Rights based approach focusses on the right holders and their entitlements. 

 Gives rise to legal obligation on the part of others. 

 Bearer is entitled to rights as well as entitled to claim rights. 

 Entitled to hold the duty bearer accountable. 

 Has responsibility to respect the rights of others. 

 Based on universal moral and legal-rational background. 

For example, Nazi Germany considered it was their right to assert its dominance on the world, but it only brought 

death and misery upon the humankind. 

 

However, ethics is not merely about the assertion of rights but also about focus on the procedural correctness of 

action. 
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 Violation of rights is penalized; however, violation of ethics has only moral sanction. 

 Gandhiji said that rights are organically linked with performance of duties. 

 Asserting the right may not always be ethically sound (e.g.; slavery in USA, forced labor in China) 

 Deontology strongly adheres to the principle of righteousness of means instead of entitlement to commit an 

immoral act. 

(b) “If a country is to be corruption free and become a nation of beautiful minds. I strongly feel that there are 

three key societal members who can make a difference. They are father, mother and teacher”. – APJ Abdul 

Kalam.              (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 

Answer: - Socialization is the process of the attitude building of an individual and this is a continuous process which 

takes place throughout life. However, in this process three major elements which play the most crucial part at the 

initial phase are father, mother, and teacher. 

 

Parents are the initial and the first guide of any individual. It is said that a child may not listen to his/her parents, 

but he will follow them in most of the cases. They build initial character of an individual. They teach him what is 

wrong and what is right. Various values learned by Father, mother and teacher are- 

 

Father Mother Teacher 

 Honesty 

 Hard work. 

 Courage and fortitude. 

 Integrity of character. 

 Self-help. 

 Confidence 

 Resilience 

 Respect 

 

 Love and kindness  

 Empathy for the weaker 

section. 

 Sacrifice for the family. 

 Balancing work and personal 

life. 

 Emotional intelligence. 

 Probity  

 Discipline. 

 Spirit of enquiry. 

 Punctuality. 

 Equality. 

 Sensitization towards weaker 

section. 

 A moral guide to the students. 

 

 If a child sees that his parents returned extra money which they by mistake received from a street vendor, then he 

will develop honesty as a character. Parents can also teach him values like greed is a bad habit and honesty is 

the best policy. 

 Dr. Kalam learned respect for all the religions because of the multicultural atmosphere in his house. 

 

A teacher is the second guide for a child where the child spends second highest time. A student tries to imitate the 

teacher and takes the lessons of the teacher very seriously. A teacher also instills the spirit of enquiry in a student 

which can develop his mind. A teacher also become a moral guide for a student, he can develop moral values as done 

by Guru Dronacharya, Socrates, Swami Ramakrishna Pramahans etc. 

 

Thus, the role of father, mother and teacher remains supreme if a country is to become corruption free and a nation 

of beautiful minds. 

 

(c) “Judge your success by what you had to give up in order to get it”. - Dalai Lama.  (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 

Answer: - We all aspire for success; success means the status of having achieved and accomplished an aim or object. 

Being successful means achieving planned goals and desired visions. 

 

Success provides confidence, security, a sense of well-being, the ability to contribute at a greater level, hope and 

leadership. Without success, you, the group, your company, your goals, dreams and even entire civilizations cease to 

survive. 

 

However, success may come at a price, to attain success, one may have to give up something- leisure, preferred 

activities, sleep and relaxed way of life. Instead, one has to work long hours, be steadfast and overcome any setback 

with redoubled efforts. So, when one gains success, it has to be evaluated against what one had to sacrifice in order 

to achieve it. 
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 It may happen that to achieve success, personal relationships are compromised. 

 Long-term goals are compromised for immediate success. 

 Means v/s ends debate. 

 Success at Kalinga came at huge humanitarian cost, this changed the outlook of King Ashok towards war forever  

 Success at all costs (Hitler’s invasion of Poland) 

 If success is at the cost of compromising honesty and integrity, then it is not worthy. 

 If success creates a conflict of interest, then it must be avoided, or conflict must be resolved first. 

 

Thus, the statement of Dalai Lama holds true that success should be judged by what you had to give up in order to 

attain it. 

 

Q4. (a) What do you understand by the term 'good governance? How far recent initiatives in terms of e-Governance 

steps taken by the State have helped the beneficiaries? Discuss with suitable examples. (Answer in 150 words) 

10 

Answer: - Good governance refers to a model of governance which is among other things participatory, transparent 

and accountable. It is also effective and equitable. And it promotes the rule of law.” - UNDP  

Features of good governance are the exercise of legitimate political power; formulation and implementation of policies 

and programs that are equitable, transparent, non- discriminatory, socially sensitive, participatory, and above all 

accountable to the people at large. Recent initiatives in E Governance: - 

 

1. Government to Citizens (G2C) 

Government services which are shared with the 

citizens. It strengthens the bond between the 

government and the citizens. E.g.: - Payment of online 

bills such as electricity, water, telephone bills, online 

registration of applications, online copies of land 

records. Example: - Bhoomi in Karnataka, FRIENDS 

in Kerala, Gyandoot in MP. 

 

2. Government to Government (G2G) 

The services which are shared between the 

governments. When there is seamless connectivity 

between government departments, it enables ease of 

doing business, authentications, verifications, and thus helps the beneficiaries. Example: - Khajane Project and Smart 

Govt (Andhra). 

 

3. Government to Businessmen (G2B) 

The objective is to cut red tape, save time, and reduce operational cost. Types of information shared through this 

model includes collection of taxes, rejection and approval of patents, payment of bills and penalties.  

Example: - E-Procurement of Andhra, MCA21, SWIFT Initiative. 

 

4. Government to Employees (G2E) 

This model increases the transparency between government and its employees and thus strengthens the relationship 

between them. It helps in sharing information such as: All kinds of data submission. Rules & regulations and 

information for employees, Employees can check their payment and working record Example: - Performance 

Management system. 

 

Evaluation of recent initiatives- Ensured better service delivery to citizens, trust in government has improved, 

transparency and accountability has been improved, corruption has been put to check, effective and efficient service 

delivery has been ensured, but the challenge lies in ensuring that the digital divide does not creates a gap between 

digital haves and have nots. 
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Q4. (b) Online methodology is being used for day-to-day meetings, institutional approvals in the administration 

and for teaching and learning in education sector to the extent telemedicine in the health sector is getting 

popular with the approvals of the competent authority. No doubt, it has advantages and disadvantages for 

both the beneficiaries and the system at large. Describe and discuss the ethical issues involved in the use of 

online method particularly to the vulnerable section of the society.    (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 

Answer: Digitization refers to application of ICT to make government SMART- Simple, Moral, Accountable, Responsive 

and Transparent. 

 

Ethical issues are those issues that lend themselves as situations or matters where an individual as a moral being 

engages his or her moral intellect to make a decision as to whether something is right or wrong. Ethical issues in use 

of online method are – 

 Privacy- Refers to a “zone of inaccessibility” that surrounds a person. Privacy is also a recognized fundamental 

right. Solitude, anonymity and intimacy are also cherished human values which are challenged by digitization. 

 Trust- Because the government information is generally sensitive and can be misused, there is an element of trust 

involved. 

 Data protection- Prevention of misuse of personal data. 

 Right to be forgotten- Prevent any display of personal data once the purpose of disclosing of data is ended. 

 Computer decisions- When computers are relied upon to make decisions, a new phenomenon of Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) is created. It lacks human touch. Moral status of machine cannot be made equal to human 

being. 

 Security- E governance initiatives still remain vulnerable to security breaches. Three aspects of data security are 

confidentiality, integrity and availability of information. 

 Cyber-crimes- new technologies creating new opportunities of crimes, new ways to steal and new ways to harm 

others. 

 Technology dependence- Our dependence on systems and our vulnerability to system errors and poor data 

quality have increased. Yet, our social rules and laws have not yet adjusted to this dependence. Standards for 

ensuring the accuracy and reliability of information systems are not universally accepted and enforced. 

 Digital divide- E governance becomes an ethical issue when ICT tools cannot be afforded by all citizens intended 

to be served by their government.  Issues of “digital divide” separating society into “haves” and “have nots”. 

 Reliability- System crashes, challenge of hacking. 

 

Thus, digital governance goals must ensure that that they do not violate the goals of ethical governance. 

 

Q5. (a) Russia and Ukraine war has been going on for the last seven months. Different countries have taken 

independent stands and actions keeping in view their own national interests. We are all aware that war has 

its own impact on the different aspects of society, including human tragedy. What are those ethical issues 

that are crucial to be considered while launching the war and its continuation so far? Illustrate with 

justification the ethical issues involved in the given state of affair.   (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 

Answer: Securing National Interest is the supreme goal of foreign policy. War is also considered as a means to secure 

national interest. 

 

However, just war theory sets out principles for a war to be ethical, the war must be: 

 Waged by a legitimate authority (State) 

 In a just cause. 

 Waged with right intentions. 

 Have a strong probability of success. 

 Be a last resort. 

 Be proportional. 

 

In addition, there are three principles for conduct in war: 

 Discrimination (distinguishing between enemy combatants and non-combatants). 

 Proportionality (harm must be proportional to gains achieved). 

 Actions must be militarily necessary. 
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Apart from these, there are Indian principles of dharmayuddha, universal peace and nonviolence, Panchsheel, 

nonaggression, no first use. 

 

Even in the current war, PM Modi has tried to open a new window of peace in Ukraine by conveying his message to 

Russian President Putin that “Era of war has ended.” 

 

Q5. (b) Write short notes on the following in 30 words each. 

(i) Constitutional morality 

It means “a paramount reverence for the forms of the constitution, enforcing obedience to authority and acting under 

and within these forms, yet combined with the habit of open speech, of action subject only to definite legal control. 

Constitutional morality is crucial for constitutional laws to be effective, without constitutional morality, the operation 

of constitution will tend to be arbitrary and effective. 

E.g.; - In Naz foundation case, Delhi HC invoked Constitutional morality in decriminalizing consensual sexual 

relationship proscribed by Section 377 of IPC. Similarly, in Sabrimala judgement, Hon. Supreme Court bypassed the 

doctrine of essentiality to uphold supremacy of constitutional morality. 

(ii) Conflict of interest 

Conflict of interest arises when what is in a person’s best interest is not in the best interest of another person or 

organization to which that individual owes loyalty. Conflict of interest can also exist when a person must answer to 

two different individuals or groups whose needs are at odds with each other.  

 

E.g. - if a legislator attempts to profit from knowledge, this becomes example of insider trading. Bill and Melinda gates 

foundation has stakes in both manufacturing and sales of vaccination. 

 

(iii) Probity in public life 

Complete and confirmed integrity, uprightness, and honesty in following the process. It is incorruptibility of character 

and possession of uprightness in the matters of governance like service delivery. Probity ensures accountability, 

integrity, compliance with process, preserves public confidence in governance process and avoid any potential for 

misconduct, fraud and corruption. 

E.g., M Visvesvaraya can be called as an example of probity in public life. 

Lal bahadur Shastri, TN Sheshan never used public offices for personal gains and can be cited as examples of probity 

in public life. 

 

(iv) Challenges of digitization 

Digitization refers to application of ICT to make government SMART- Simple, Moral, Accountable, Responsive and 

Transparent. Challenges of digitization include issues like privacy concern, trust, reliability, data security, 

cybercrimes, computer made decisions, technology dependence, digital divide. 

 

(v) Devotion to duty. 

Means a strong feeling of loyalty, love, and admiration that a civil servant must have for the duty. Devotion to duty 

enables his will to exert more time, energy, and effort in fulfilment of his duty. Devotion to duty is opposed to 

indifference to duty or easy-going or light-hearted approach to duty. 

 

E.g.; - S Manjunath is an example of devoted civil servant. He laid down his life while exposing adulteration and 

corruption at petrol pumps.  

TN Subramani an IAS officer is known for his devotion to duty, he exposed illegal granite mining and nexus between 

mining mafia and politicians in Tamil Nadu. 
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Q6. (a) Whistleblower, who reports corruption and illegal activities, wrongdoing, and misconduct to the concerned 

authorities, runs the risk of being exposed to grave danger, physical harm and victimization by the vested 

interests, accused persons and his team. What policy measures would you suggest to strengthen protection 

mechanism to safeguard the whistleblower?                         (Answer in 150 Words) 10 

 

Answer: - The incident of Uber Files reveal has again highlighted the importance of whistleblowing in fighting the 

menace of corruption. Whistleblowing refers to calling attention to wrongdoing happening in an organization. 

 

Issues with the Whistle-blower protection: 

1. Physical harm AND VICTIMISATION: 

 Murder of Satendra Dubey 

 Since the implementation of the RTI Act, some 100 RTI activists across the country have been killed. 

2. Livelihood Loss: Whistleblowers are sometimes cornered in an organization and in extreme situations are forced to 

quit their job. 

3. Legislative Lacunas:  

 The internal mechanism mandated under the Company Act remains subordinate to the management of the 

company. A whistle-blower will remain completely prey to the management’s whims. 

 The shortcomings in Whistle Blowers Protection Act 2014  

i. limited to public servants  

ii. the competent authority to receive complaint on victimization is usually the senior official in the 

hierarchy. This makes it difficult for the informant to receive any protection; 

iii. Does not allow anonymous complaints to be submitted and investigated; 

iv. Failure to operationalize Act by framing the Rules.  

Policy measures to improve the whistle blower protection: 

1. Amend the Whistleblowers Protection Act  

 Provide universal protection: Many States in the US (like Florida, Hawaii,) have include both public and 

private sector employers under the whistleblower’s protection acts. 

 Allowing anonymous complaints 

 Robust reward mechanism be created for incentivization. At the same time, fines against false and frivolous 

complaints also need to be enhanced. 

 Formulating the Rules necessary to operationalize the Act.  

2. Freedom to whistle-blowers to report their complaint to independent authorities rather than senior officials. For 

instance, in the U.S, there are separate offices established under different laws with neutral investigators who are 

responsible for investigating any claims submitted to them by a whistle-blower. They are specifically designed to 

receive and investigate whistle-blower complaints. 

Therefore, the whistle-blowers should be given an enabling ecosystem to disclose the illegal practices carried on in 

any organization in consonance with the mandate of the UN Convention against Corruption to which India is a 

signatory.  

Q6. (b) In contemporary world, corporate sector’s contribution in generating wealth and employment is increasing. 

In doing so, they are bringing in unprecedented onslaught on the climate, environmental sustainability and 

living conditions of human beings. In this background, do you find that Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 

is efficient and sufficient enough to fulfil the social roles and responsibilities needed in the corporate world 

for which the CSR is mandated? Critically examine.           (Answer in 150 Words) 10 

 

Answer: - Globally, the corporate sector is the main contributor in GDP and employment generation. 

 

However, it does have Negative Externalities such as pollution, Global warming and Climate Change, in formalization 

of workforce. 

 

In this backdrop, although Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) focusing on Ensuring environmental sustainability, 

skill development, empowering women, etc have been very beneficial to society (e.g., Tata’s Project MANSI, Mahindra’s 

Nanhi Kali.), yet this alone is not sufficient enough to fulfil the social responsibilities needed in the corporate world: 
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Issues and concerns: 

 Post-Mortem Approach: for e.g., a company earning profit by damaging environment and later on uses some 

percentage of profit to plant trees; this is not a sustainable practice. Company should shift to green ways of generating 

profit at first place. 

 Poor Intent: purpose is many a times merely to build the brand image, not a sense of responsibility. 

 Only medium and large corporate houses are involved in CSR activities, 

 Responsible growth and an adherence to the tenets of sustainability in all business operations is the way out. 

 

Thus, need of hour is to move beyond corporate social responsibility to corporate social accountability, track the 

progress of interventions, share best practices, also the ideal of sustainable and compassionate capitalism as put 

forward by Narayan Murthy. 

 

SECTION – B  

 

Q7. Prabhat was working as Vice President (Marketing) at Sterling Electric Ltd., a reputed multinational company. But 

presently the company was passing through the difficult times as the sales were continuously showing downward 

trend in the last two quarters. His division, which hitherto had been a major revenue contributor to the company’s 

financial health, was now desperately trying to procure some big government order for them. But their best efforts did 

not yield any positive success or breakthrough. 

 

His was a professional company and his local bosses were under pressure from their London-based HO to show some 

positive results. In the last performance review meeting taken by the Executive Director (India Head), he was 

reprimanded for his poor performance. He assured them that his division is working on a special contract from the 

Ministry of Defence for a secret installation near Gwalior and tender is being submitted shortly. 

 

He was under extreme pressure, and he was deeply perturbed. What aggravated the situation further was a warning 

from the top that if the deal is not clinched in favour of the company, his division might have to be closed and he may 

have to quit his lucrative job.  

 

There was another dimension which was causing him deep mental torture and agony. This pertained to his personal 

precarious financial health. He was a single earner in the family with two school-college going children and his old 

ailing mother. The heavy expenditure on education and medical was causing a big strain to his monthly pay packet. 

Regular EMI for housing loan taken from bank was unavoidable and any default would render him liable for severe 

legal action. 

 

In the above backdrop, he was hoping for some miracle to happen. There was sudden turn of events. His secretary 

informed that a gentleman- Subhash Verma wanted to see him as he was interested in the position of Manager which 

was to be filled in by him in the company. He further brought to his notice that his CV has been received through the 

office of the Minister of Defence. 

 

During interview of the candidate-Subhash Verma, he found him technically sound, resourceful and experienced 

marketeer. He seemed to be well-conversant with tendering procedures and having knack of follow-up and liaising in 

this regard. Prabhat felt that he was better choice than the rest of the candidates who were recently interviewed by 

him in the last few days. 

 

Subhash Verma also indicated that he was in possession of the copies of the bid documents that the Unique 

Electronics Ltd. would be submitting the next day to the Defence Ministry for their tender. He offered to hand over 

those documents subject to his employment in the company on suitable terms and conditions He made it clear that 

in the process, the Sterling Electric Ltd. could outbid their rival company and get the bid and hefty Defence Ministry 

order He indicated that it will be win-win situation for both-him and the company. 

 

Prabhat was absolutely stunned. It was a mixed feeling of shock and thrill. He was uncomfortable and perspiring. If 

accepted, all his problems would vanish instantly, and he may be rewarded for securing the much-awaited tender 

and thereby boosting company's sales and financial health. He was in a fix as to the future course of action. He was 

wonder struck at the guts of Subhash Verma in having surreptitiously removing his own company papers and offering 
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to the rival company for a job. Being an experienced person, he was examining the pros and cons of the 

proposal/situation and he asked him to come the next day. 

 

(a) Discuss the ethical issues involved in the case 

(b) Critically examine the options available to Prabhat in above situation 

(c) Which of the above would be the most appropriate for Prabhat and why?   (Answer in 250 Words) 20 

 

Answer: - Being the Vice- President (Marketing) of the company, it is the responsibility of Prabhat to promote both 

the financial as well as ethical well-being of the company for its sustainable long-term growth. 

 

Ethical issues involved- 

 Cut-throat pressure in corporate world to increase profits for the company at any cost. 

 Conflict of interest being faced by Prabhat between professional and personal integrity vs Profit. 

 Mental agony faced by Prabhat due to familial responsibilities. 

 Subhash’s lack of integrity (leaking of files of earlier company). 

 Work ethics at stake. 

 Valuing merit of the candidate even with compromised integrity and value system. 

 

Options available to Prabhat 

 To appoint Subhash 

 Merits 

o Profit for company by defeating rival company 

o Talented person, asset for company 

o Personal benefit as it can secure his job by helping to get contract 

 Demerits 

o Actions guided by vice of greed 

o Crisis of conscience for Prabhat 

o Compromised work ethics 

o Lack of self-confidence to clinch deal on merits 

 

 Not to appoint Subhash 

 Merits 

o Prabhat as man of integrity 

o Self-confidence to get deal on merits 

o Set a good precedent 

 Demerits 

o company might lose the deal 

o Prabhat might lose the job 

 

 Not to appoint Subhash but taking papers from him 

 Merits 

o Might help in securing the deal for company 

o Securing his job 

 Demerits 

o Poor integrity and leadership qualities 

o Compromised work ethics 

o Reputation of company might tarnish if in future these facts come into light 

 The most appropriate option for Prabhat is option 2 i.e., rejecting the candidature of Subhash and his offer to 

supply bid papers of rival company. Being the Vice-President, it is duty of Prabhat to think of long-term gains and 

sustainable and ethical growth of the company rather than getting swayed by short term gains and short cuts to 

success which might bring more harm to the company in the future. Firstly, Prabhat needs to have confidence in his 

abilities to secure the deal on merits for his company. Secondly, there is no guarantee that Subhash, if appointed, in 

future will not harm Prabhat’s company for his personal benefit as he is a man of poor integrity.  

Thus, ethical route to profits for the company is the right choice and will surely bear fruits in long run. 
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Q8. Ramesh is State Civil Services Officer who got the opportunity of getting posted to the capital of a border State after 

rendering 20 years of service. Ramesh's mother has recently been detected cancer and has been admitted in the 

leading cancer hospital of the city. His two adolescent children have also got admission in one of the best public 

schools of the town. After settling down in his appointment as Director in the Home Department of the State, Ramesh 

got confidential report through intelligence sources that illegal migrants are infiltrating in the State from the 

neighbouring country. He decided to personally carry out surprise check of the border posts along with his Home 

Department team. To his surprise, he caught red-handed two families of 12 members infiltrated with the connivance 

of the security personnel at the border posts. On further inquiry and investigation, it was found that after the migrants 

from neighbouring country infiltrate, their documentation like Aadhaar Card, Ration Card and Voter Card are also 

forged, and they are made to settle down in a particular area of the State. Ramesh prepared the detailed and 

comprehensive report and submitted to the Additional Secretary of the State. However, he has summoned by the 

Additional Home Secretary after a week and was instructed to withdraw the report. The Additional Home Secretary 

informed Ramesh that the report submitted by him has not been appreciated by the higher authorities. He further 

cautioned him that if he fails to withdraw the confidential report, he will not only be posted out from the prestigious 

appointment from the state capital but his further promotion which is due in near future will also get in jeopardy. 

 

a) What are the options available to Ramesh as the director of home department of the bordering State? 

b) What options should Ramesh adopt and why? 

c) Critically evaluate each of the options. 

d) What are the ethical dimensions being faced by Ramesh? 

e) What policy measures would you suggest to combat the menace of infiltration of illegal migrants from 

neighbouring country?           (Answer in 250 Words) 20 

 

Answer: - Being the director of home department of the bordering State, it is the duty of Ramesh to ensure the security 

of State as well as national security. The issue of illegal migration needs to dealt seriously given its hazardous impact 

in the form of resource pressure, illegal activities pursued by migrants, chances of ethnic conflicts, forced change in 

demography, etc. 

 

(b) Options available to Ramesh as the director of home department of the bordering State 

 To toe the line of Additional Secretary and taking back the report 

 To approach the Chief secretary and if required the Home Minister 

 To send copy of a report to Central Home Ministry 

 

(c) Ramesh should adopt option 2 and keep option 3 as last report if nothing fruitful is achieved in second option. 

 Firstly, this will clearly highlight his dedication and commitment to public service, courage of conviction and 

respect for constitutional morality. Ensuring security of citizens and the country is the primary duty of civil 

servants.  

 Secondly, it might lead to a swift action on part of Chief secretary or Minister to deal with the menace of illegal 

migration both on ground of responsibility as well as to avoid it from harming the election prospects of ruling 

party in next elections. 

 The corrupt higher officials as well as security personnel on border posts might also be dealt stringently for 

abusing their positions for personal gains and staking the security of State. 

 He can even raise the issue of forging of documents on large scale 

 It might lead to personal difficulties if Chief Secretary/Minister also ask him to take back his report as he might 

get punishment posting out of the city making treatment of his mother and studies of his children difficult. But 

while joining the State civil service, Ramesh was aware that he might have to deal with such situations but still 

he joined given the primacy he accorded to public service over personal interest. Alternate arrangements can be 

made such as arranging accommodation for family in the city only. 

 

(c) Critical evaluation of all options 

1. To toe the line of Additional Secretary and taking back the report- 

(a) Merits 

 His appointment as director and posting in the city will be secure 

 Good relations with the senior 
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(b) Demerits 

 Lack of personal and professional integrity 

 Compromise of security of state having serious repercussions in future 

 Crisis of conscience- will take peace of his life 

 

2. To approach the Chief secretary and if required the Home Minister 

(a) Merits 

 Primacy to national security 

 Problem of illegal migration might be dealt promptly 

 Expose wrongdoings in the home department 

(b) Demerits 

 No action might be taken even by them 

 Punishment posting 

 Personal interest will be hurt 

 

3. To send copy of a report to Central Home Ministry 

(a) Merits 

 Shows courage of conviction 

 Man of probity 

 National interest and state security might be ensured with Centre’s intervention 

(b) Demerits 

 Hostile relations with state bureaucracy 

 Show State government in bad light for its inaction and sitting over the report 

 

Ethical dimensions being faced by Ramesh: 

● Menace of illegal migration 

● Corruption of security personnel 

● Forging of documents 

● Law and order problem in future 

● Pressure from seniors to withdraw the report, highlighting poor institutional integrity and institutionalization of 

corruption 

● Conflict of interest (public interest v personal difficulties) 

 

 Policy measures to combat the menace of infiltration of illegal migrants from neighbouring country 

● Strengthening the protection of border areas by increasing use of technology (lasers, thermal imaging) 

● Zero tolerance against corrupt officials 

● Bilateral talks and cooperation with the neighbouring country 

● Working out options of legalizing migration through work permits, if possible, as using them as asset 

 

Thus, multi-pronged approach will be required for a sustainable and permanent solution to menace of illegal 

migration. 

 

Q9. The Supreme Court has banned mining in the Aravalli Hills to stop degradation of the forest cover and to maintain 

ecological balance. However, the stone mining was still prevalent in the border district of the affected State with 

connivance of certain corrupt forest officials and politicians. Young and dynamic SP who was recently posted in the 

affected district promised to himself to stop this menace. In one of his surprise checks with his team, he found loaded 

truck with stone trying to escape the mining area. He tried to stop the truck, but the truck driver overrun the police 

officer, killing him on the spot and thereafter managed to flee. Police filed FIR but no breakthrough was achieved in 

the case for almost three months. Ashok who was the Investigative Journalist working with leading TV channel, Suo 

moto started investigating the case. Within one month, Ashok got breakthrough by interacting with local people, stone 

mining mafia and government officials. He prepared his investigative story and presented to the CMD of the TV 

channel. He exposed in his investigative report the complete nexus of stone mafia working with blessing of corrupt 

police and civil officials and politicians. The politician who was involved in the mafia was no one else but local MLA 

who was considered to be very close to the Chief Minister. After going through the investigative report, the CMD 

advised Ashok to drop the idea of making the story public through electronic media. He informed that the local MLA 
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was not only the relative of the owner of the TV channel but also had unofficially 20 percent share in the channel. 

The CMD further informed Ashok that his further promotion and hike in pay will be taken care of in addition the soft 

loan of Rs. 10 lakhs which he has taken from the TV channel for his son's chronic disease will be suitably adjusted if 

he hands over the investigative report to him 

 

a) What are the options available with Ashok to cope up with the situation? 

b) Critically evaluate/examine each of the options identified by Ashok. 

c) What are the ethical dilemmas being faced by Ashok? 

d) Which of the options, do you think, would be the most appropriate for Ashok to adopt and why? 

e) In the above scenario, what type of training would you suggest for police officers posted to such districts 

where stone mining illegal activities are rampant?      (Answer in 250 Words) 20 

 

Answer: - The case study deals with the issue of illegal mining and associated law and order menace. It also involves 

journalistic ethics, collusive corruption, Mining mafia and politician nexus, ecological balance, ensuring compliance 

to Hon. Supreme Court order. 

 

Stakeholders involved: 

 Corrupt forest, police, and civil officials 

 Illegal miners and Mafia. 

 Young SP (deceased) 

 Ashok (Investigative Journalist) 

 News network (Ashok’s employer) 

 Local MLA. 

 

(a) Options available with Ashok to cope with the situation. 

1. Do not submit the report. 

2. Report to higher authorities. 

3. Leak the report online. 

4. Submit the report to other media channels. 

 

(b) Critical evaluation of each option identified by Ashok. 

1. Do not submit the report. 

Merit Demerit 

 Immediately in the good books of CMD 

 Further promotion and hike in salary. 

 Soft loan of 10 lakh will be taken care of. 

 It will prick my conscience. 

 Compromises my integrity. 

 Against journalistic ethics. 

 Injustice to young SP who laid down his life. 

 

 

2. Report to higher authorities. 

Merit Demerit 

 Relevant to follow the next logical step. 

 Involving Central investigative agencies my 

widen the scope of enquiry. 

 Higher authorities may not take interest in the 

case as the rot is deep, it goes till local MLA to 

CM. 

 Time taking process. 

 Whistle-blower safety. 

 

3. Leak the report online. 

Merit Demerit 

 Information will come in public domain. 

 Taking my case directly to the public. 

 Social media is a good medium to expose such 

cases. 

 Report may not gain traction online. 

 Can be ignored as media sensationalism. 

 Threat to life still remains. 
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4. Submit the report to other media channels. 

Merit Demerit 

 Other likeminded honest media channel may be 

interested in the meticulously researched 

report. 

 Will gain traction nationally and internationally. 

 Outreach to all sections of society including civil 

society, higher civil services, judiciary, national 

level leadership at once. 

 Difficult to find such honest channel. 

 I may not get due credit and recognition. 

 No other demerits. 

 

 

(c) Ethical dilemmas faced by Ashok: - 

 Personal priorities vs professional ethics. 

 Collusive corruption vs professional integrity. 

 Seeking truth vs fabricating or suppressing the truth. 

 Acting independent without fear or favor vs acting under influence. 

 

(d) Option best suited for Ashok- 

For Ashok, the best course of action is first to try and persuade the CMD to release the report on his channel, appeal 

to his human values emotions and rationality, remind him of his journalistic ethics rather than seeing the matter 

from purely profit and loss perspective. 

 

If he does not agree, then the next best course of action is to find another news channel, and after due scrutiny, give 

them the report to be published on the channel. 

This way Ashok will be able to satisfy his conscience, and do justice with his professional and personal values. 

 

(e) Training for police officials in such districts where stone mining is rampant 

1. Preventive training- Skills of persuasion and negotiations in order to implement supreme court order and take the 

local villagers into confidence. 

2. Self-defence training- To develop a strong and technologically equipped force especially keeping in mind emerging 

challenges of organized crime. 

3. Training to act in teams, flag march and be cautious while individual field visits. 

4. Create a strong network of information- Use of conventional Methods as well as ICT to create information network 

with respect to illegal mining. 

5. Integrity of character- Such incidents happen when there is leakage of information from the department, identify 

those personnel who are working for mafia and punish them. 

6. To end the nexus between corrupt police officials and Mafia. 

 

Q10.  You have done MBA from a reputed institution three years back but could not get campus placement 

due to COVID-19 generated recession. However, after a lot of persuasion and series of competitive tests including 

written and interview, you managed to get a job in a leading shoe company. You have age parents who are dependent 

and staying with you. You also recently got married after getting this decent job. You were allotted the Inspection 

Section which is responsible for clearing the final product. In first one year, you learnt your job well and was 

appreciated for your performance by the management. The company is doing good business for last five years in 

domestic market and this year it is decided even to export to Europe and Gulf countries. However, one large 

consignment to Europe was rejected by their Inspecting Team due to certain poor quality and was sent back. The top 

management ordered that ibid consignment to be cleared for the domestic market. As a part of Inspecting Team, you 

observed the glaring poor quality and brought to the knowledge of the Team Commander. However, the top 

management advised all the members of the team to overlook these defects as the management cannot bear such a 

huge loss. Rest of the team members except you promptly signed and cleared the consignment for domestic market, 

overlooking glaring defects. You again brought to the knowledge of the Team Commander that such consignment, if 

cleared even for domestic market, will tarnish the image and reputation of the company and will be counter-productive 

in the long run. However, you were further advised by the top management that if you do not clear the consignment, 

the company will not hesitate to terminate your services citing certain innocuous reasons. 
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a) Under the given conditions, what are the options available to you as a member of the Inspecting Team? 

b) Critically evaluate each of the following options listed by you. 

c) What options would you adopt and why? 

d) What are the ethical dilemmas being faced by you? 

e) What can be the consequences of overlooking the observations raised by the inspecting Team? 

             (Answer in 250 Words) 20 

 

Answer: - The case study deals with the issues of impact of covid on youth, responsibilities of youth towards ailing 

parents and family, quality of service delivery, corporate culture where profit is preferred over social goals disparity 

between standards of service in domestic vs international markets. 

 

Stakeholders involved Ethical dilemmas involved 

 Me as Inspection head in a shoe company. 

 Family members 

 Company management. 

 Brand image. 

 Society at large. 

 

 

 

 Integrity vs flexibility of working. 

 Transparency and accountability of corporation. 

 Balancing the personal life and the job. 

 Corporate ethics against profiteering. 

 Ends vs means relationship. 

 Relationship with company vs relationship with 

larger society. 

 

 

(a) Options available to you as a member of the Inspecting Team. 

1. Reluctantly sign the document. 

2. Persuade the management to reconsider their decision. 

3. Persuade the management to sell the product in clearance sale with a caveat of   defective product. 

4. Refuse to sign the document. 

 

(b) 1. Reluctantly sign the document. 

Merit Demerit 

 Saves the hard-earned job after covid led 

recession. 

 Personal responsibilities like family and 

marriage are taken care of. 

  

 Against my core values of impartiality and 

fairness. 

 Against the core values of corporation which 

has good image. 

 Against business ethics. 

 

2. Persuade the management to reconsider their decision. 

Merit Demerit 

 Saves the company from legal proceedings 

if news comes out. 

 In the era of digital communication and 

tough competition, such practices do not 

take time to come out. 

 Equality of treatment with respect to 

European clients as well as Indian clients. 

 

 Difficult to persuade the higher management 

as they are prioritizing profit over procedural 

fairness. 

 If management does not agree, there will be 

anger against me and I might be isolated. 

 

3. Persuade the management to sell the product in clearance sale with a caveat of inferior product. 

Merit Demerit 

 This can work as a middle path. 

 Only those buyers who are ready to 

compromise the quality for price will buy 

the product. 

 Company will be able to recover partial 

losses. 

 Higher management may not agree with this. 

 If management is determined to recover full 

amount, they may reject the idea. 
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4. Refuse to sign the document altogether. 

Merit Demerit 

 Will satisfy my values as an individual, a 

manager and core value of rejecting poor 

standard product as head of inspection 

team. 

 Domestic market will be spared from the 

consumption of rejected consignment. 

 Doing the company, a favor as the 

product is of glaringly poor quality. 

 The job is important for me because of familial 

responsibilities. 

 May be difficult to find another job in post 

covid economic recession. 

 

 

(c) Option taken by me will be- 

 First, I will try to persuade the company to reconsider their decision as they are a good brand with high trust of 

customers. 

 Such consignment, if cleared even for domestic market will tarnish the image and reputation of the company 

and will be counterproductive in the long run. 

 As a matter of last resort, I would suggest option 3, to recover the input cost partially. 

 In no condition, I will sign the consignment for sale in India. 

 

(d) In this case following are the ethical dilemma: - 

1. Personal interest against public interest: - As I can either save my job or perform my duty toward society by 

recognizing the truth or reveal the truth and lose my job 

2. Corporate ethics against profiteering by unethical means as the company wants from me to Clear a wrong 

consignment and earn profit while neglecting the laws of the land. 

3. Choosing hard life by subscribing to the principles of integrity and truthfulness as it can cause me to lose the 

job or choose an easy life by subscribing to the dictates of the company. 

4. End versus means relationship is totally ignored by the company. They foul the rules of corporate ethics and 

practices in terms of duality of standards for sales of the product in various markets. 

5. Relationship with co-worker’s and relationship with larger society as revealing truth may Impact my job while 

not revealing it may cause the loss of larger society and set of standards. 

 

(e) Consequences of overlooking the observations raised by the inspecting Team. 

 Loss of trust in company 

 Tarnishes the social image of the company. 

 Compromised product quality. 

 Loss of revenue for the company 

 Social image tarnished. 

 Financial losses can be recovered, but the image loss cannot be recovered so easily. 

 

Q11. Rakesh was working as Joint Commissioner in Transport Department of a city. As a part of his job profile, 

among others, he was entrusted with the task of overseeing the control and functioning of City Transport Department. 

A case of strike by the drivers' union of City Transport Department over the issue compensation to a driver who died 

on duty while driving the bus came up before him for decision in the matter. 

 

He gathered that the driver (deceased) was plying Bus No. 528 which passed through busy and congested roads of 

the city. It so happened that near an intersection on the way, there was an accident involving the bus and a car driven 

by a middle-aged man. It was found that there was altercation between the drier and the car driver. Heated arguments 

between them led to light and the driver gave him a blow. Lot of passers-by had gathered and tried to intervene but 

without success. Eventually, both of them were badly injured and profusely bleeding and were saker to the nearby 

hospital. The driver succumbed to the injuries and could not be saved. The middle-aged driver's condition was also 

critical but after a day, he recovered and was discharged. Police had immediately come at the spot of accident and 

FIR was registered. Police investigation revealed that the quarrel in quest was started by the bus driver and he had 

resorted to physical violence. There was exchange of blows between them. 

 

The City Transport Department management is considering of not giving any extra compensation to the driver's 

(deceased) family, The family is very aggrieved and depressed and agitated against the discriminatory and non-
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sympathetic approach of the City Transport Department Management The bus driver (deceased) was 52 years of age, 

was survived by his wife and two school-college going daughters. He was the sole earner of the family. The City 

Transport Department workers union took up this case and when found no favourable response from the management 

decided to go on strike. The union's demand was two-fold. First was full extra compensation as given to other drivers 

who died on duty and secondly employment to one family member. The strike has continued for 10 days, and the 

deadlocks remains. 

 

(a) What are the options available to Rakesh to meet the above situation? 

(b) Critically examine each of the options identified by Rakesh 

(c) What are the ethical dilemmas being faced by Rakesh?      (Answer in 250 Words) 20 

 

Answer: - The above case study is an example of dilemma between professional duty and human values. Situation 

requires a need to strike a balance between ability to uphold professionalism but not to lose our human values. 

 

 

 

 

 

Stakeholders involved 

 Rakesh as commissioner of transport 

department. 

 Deceased bus driver. 

 Middle aged man. 

 Driver’s union. 

 Family of deceased bus driver. 

 

 

(a) Options available to Rakesh to meet the above situation. 

(i) Providing compensation to the family. 

(ii) Providing job and compensation to the family. 

(iii) Denying job and compensation to the family. 

(iv) Denying job and compensation to family under the undue pressure of union but find other schemes through which 

help can be provided to family. 

 

(b) Examination of each option by Rakesh: 

i Providing Compensation to the family- 

Merit Demerit 

 Can be done on compassionate grounds. 

 Compassionate behaviour towards the 

deceased family, sustenance of family 

members including daughters. 

 Calms and extends a helping hand to 

aggrieved family. 

 May end the 10 days strike 

 Breakdown of discipline of others. 

 It was the driver who lost his temper as evident in 

FIR. 

 Leniency may encourage such behaviour further. 

 Unfair and unjust demands should not be agreed 

to. 

 

ii Providing job and compensation to the family. 

Merit Demerit 

 This goes beyond mere compassion and 

creates employment opportunity for the 

future. 

 Win the loyalty and confidence of the 

Corporation drivers. 

 Also brings to an end the strike. 

 Breakdown of discipline of others. 

 It was the driver who lost his temper as evident in 

FIR. 

 Leniency may encourage such behaviour further. 

 Unfair and unjust demands should not be agreed 

to. 
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iii Denying job and extra compensation to the family. 

Merit Demerit 

 As evident, the heated argument between 

driver and car driver took place and driver lost 

his temper. 

 FIR reveals that quarrel in question was 

started by the bus driver and he resorted to 

physical violence. 

 Shows inhuman approach towards the family. 

 Driver was the sole bread winner of the family. 

 Family should not be punished for the mistake of 

driver. 

 Loss of faith in Corporation by other drivers. 

 

iv Denying job and compensation to family under the undue pressure of union but find other schemes through 

which help can be provided to family. 

Merits Demerits 

 Shows conviction of character and integrity. 

 It is evident that the driver was at fault, he lost 

the temper, he not only did jeopardies his own 

life, but he compromised the lives of others in 

bus. 

 Union is also wrong here and is exerting 

undue pressure. 

 While it is evident that the driver was a t fault, 

but it is not correct to punish his family for his 

wrongdoing, so I will seek and release the PF, 

and any other schemes in which I can ensure 

that the education of his daughters is taken 

care of. 

 No demerits. 

 

(c) Ethical dilemmas being faced by Rakesh. 

i Conduct of professional duty vs human values 

ii Resolution of conflict vs choosing the right thing to do. 

iii Showing strength of conviction, withstanding pressure to influence independent judgement. 

iv Principle of fairness vs empathy and compassion for the deceased family. 

 

Q12. You are appointed as an officer heading the section in Environment Pollution Control Board to ensure compliance 

and its follow-up. In that region, there we large number of small and medium industries which had been granted 

clearance. You learnt that these industries provide employment to many migrant workers. Most of the industrial units 

have got environmental clearance certificate in their possession. The environmental clearance seeks to curb industries 

and projects that supposedly hamper environment and living species in the region, but in practice most of these units 

remain to be polluting units in several ways like air, water and soil pollution. As such, local people encountered 

persistent health problems 

 

It was confirmed that majority of the industries were violating environmental compliance. You issued notice to all the 

industrial units to apply for first environmental clearance certificate from the competent authority. However, your 

action met with hostile response from a section of the industrial units, other vested interest persons and a section of 

the local politicians. The workers also became very hostile to you as they felt that your action would lead to the closure 

of these industrial units, and the resultant unemployment will lead to insecurity and uncertainty in their livelihood. 

Many owners of the industries approached you with the plea that you should not initiate harsh action as it would 

compel them to close their units, and cause huge financial loss, shortage of their products in the market These would 

obviously add to the sufferings of the labourers and the consume alike. The labour union also sent you representation 

requesting against the closure of the units. You simultaneously started receiving threats from unknown corners. You 

however received supports from some of your colleagues, who advised you to act freely to ensure environmental 

compliance. Local NGOs also came to your support and they demanded the closure of the polluting units immediately. 
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(a) What are the options available to you under the given situation? 

(b) Critically examine the options listed by you. 

(c)    What type of mechanism would you suggest to ensure environmental compliance? 

(d) What are the ethical dilemmas you faced in exercising your option? 

                  (Answer in 250 Words) 20 

 

Answer: - The case study represents issues like environmental governance, compliance, dilemma of development and 

job generation vs protection of environment, rights of other living species in environment, rights of other people who 

are encountering health problems. 

 

 

 

Stakeholders involved 

 Me as officer in EPCB. 

 Industries. 

 Migrant workers and their families. 

 Owners of such industries 

 Other vested interests and local politicians. 

 

(a) Options available to me under given situation. 

1. To continue with the fresh notice to all industrial units for submission of latest compliance certificates, until then, all 

units be shut. 

2. Continue with the previous status quo- 

3. Fix the meeting among various stakeholders and find the middle ground. 

4. Give breathing period, continue with the previously grant clearance certificate for now and at the end of cycle, ensure 

strict compliance for new certificate. 

 

(b) Critical examination of the options: 

1. To continue with the fresh notice to all industrial units for submission of latest compliance certificates, until 

then, all units be shut. 

Merit Demerit 

 Strict compliance. 

 Adherence to rule of law. 

 Environment is protected. 

 Healthcare is ensured. 

 Loss of jobs. 

 Issues of migrant labour can create concern. 

 Alternative job for migrants. 

 Deindustrialization. 

 

2. Continue with the previous status quo- 

Merit Demerit 

 Loss of jobs is prevented. 

 Concerns of industry is addressed. 

 Environmental compliance. 

 Against article 21, right to clean environment. 

 

3. Fix the meeting among various stakeholders and hear their concerns. 

Merit Demerit 

 Consensus is reached. 

 All stakeholder’s opinion will be heard. 

 May further complicate the issue. 

 It is difficult to find the common ground. 

  

4. Give breathing period, continue with the previously grant clearance certificate for now and at the end of cycle, 

ensure strict compliance at the time of issuance of new certificate. 

Merit Demerit 

 Gives opportunity to industry to reform 

themselves. 

 Migrant labour’s concern is addressed. 

 Immediate health issue may not be 

addressed. 
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(c) Mechanism to ensure environmental compliance: 

 The issuing department is also at fault, here, the malpractice has happened with the connivance of inspecting 

authorities as well as the industries, this should be checked. 

 EIA of such industries. 

 Technological mechanism to ensure frequent checks. 

 Prohibition of new industries without proper approval. 

 Grant of approval should be taken on case-to-case basis and should not become another avenue for bureaucratic 

corruption to grow. 

 A committee can be set up under the retired HC judge to grant such clearances. 

 Awareness of environmental concerns and treating environment as common heritage for future generations. 

 

(d) Ethical dilemmas faced in exercising options: 

 Development vs environmentalism. 

 Integrity of character and courage of conviction while carrying out duty against odds. 

 Following due process of law. 

 Deontology vs utilitarian approach. 

 Right to live healthy life vs right to employment. 

 Following procedure for the sake of its vs following spirit of law. (Clearance received in theory but in practice the 

industries remain polluting units 
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